
Headteacher’s Review of the Year 

We have had a very busy half-term, not least with all students sitting their Summer exams.  I have been delighted with 
how students approached the exams – engagement and behaviour were excellent.  It is beginning to feel like school life is 
back to its best – uninterrupted teaching and learning, alongside extra-curricular activities, sports and trips.  
 

Charity work has been well-supported this year, also, with over £2000 raised for a variety of charities; our Duke of        
Edinburgh students raised £800 alone, for charities linked to their volunteering work.  Year 8 and Year 9 mentors made 
the Primary School transition visits run smoothly.  They were an absolute credit to Ludlow CE School, and demonstrated 
our core values of Excellence, Resilience and Care. We have been very impressed with the letters of application from our 
Year 11 Ambassadors, and I am delighted to welcome Hugo Hunt and Hermione Morgan as Head Boy and Girl, and Edwin 
Carter and Jessica Yapp as their deputies. 
 

Our Year 11 students celebrated the end of their five-year journey at Ludlow School, with our traditional Leavers’ Day.  
Costumes were as imaginative as they have ever been, and must have caused quite a stir in the community, as a herd of 
dinosaurs, the flight crew from Top Gun and contestants from Get Me Out of Here, were seen parading along Bromfield 
Road, hotly pursued by a 1920s car, crammed with flapper girls, and a tractor driven by Jeremy Clarkson.  They all        
enjoyed a fun sports day in the morning, with relay races of traditional favourites, such as the sack race, egg and spoon 
race, and space hopper sprints!  This was followed by an official farewell in House assemblies, before being served a 
buffet lunch.  
 

We were able to return to the racecourse for the Summer Ball, this year.  It was lovely to start the evening with our     
students’ families and friends, watching the stylish arrival of our        
glamourous young adults.  The evening was great fun, with lots of     
laughter, singing and dancing.  Mr Brightside still gets everyone up on the 
floor!  I feel immensely proud of the way our Year 11s have prepared for 
the Summer exams, and I wish them every success in the future.  GCSE 
Results Day is on Thursday 25th August, at 9am. 
 

The end of the year is always tinged with sadness, as we say our farewells 
to colleagues.  Mr Payne is moving to a school much closer to his home in 
Wales, and Mr Ensor will be taking up a new post in a neighbouring 
school. We must also say goodbye to three Teaching Assistants  -         
Mrs Donnelly, Ms Bolis and Miss Westwood.  We thank all these           

colleagues for the professionalism and care that they have brought to their work at Ludlow School, and we send our very 
best  wishes and love. 
 

Happy holidays to you all.  I do hope you are able to find some time to get away, and that you don’t have too many traffic 
delays.  The Autumn term starts for Year 7 and Year 11 students only, on Wednesday 7th September.  We will welcome 
back all  other year groups on Thursday 8th September. 
 

Best wishes, Paula Hearle 

Summer Newsletter 

Year 8 and 9 HPV Vaccinations 
The HPV vaccinations for all Year 8 and Year 9 students are booked in for 15th September 
2022. We will be sending out consent forms for Year 8 students at the start of next term. 
Year 9 students, who received their first vaccination this academic year, will not be given a 
new consent form. However, if your child did not have the vaccination in Year 8, we will send 
a consent form home.  



Royal Navy Visit in Food 
The Royal Navy catering team sailed into school to run a ‘Ready Steady Cook’ event with Year 9 and 10     
students studying Food Preparation and Nutrition. Students worked in teams and had ninety minutes to 
make meatballs and spaghetti, followed by apple pie. This was a great activity that exercised students’      
initiative, teamwork, communication and time-keeping skills. The students were also given a presentation 
explaining the roles of the Catering Service’s Branch and career opportunities. 

Pupil Support Centre Plant Sale 
During lunchtimes, for a week in late May, the Pupil Support Centre held their annual 
plant sale, to raise funds for our garden project. A number of pupils sowed seeds,        
nurtured them and potted them on in readiness for sale. A total of £150 was raised to 
fund the purchase of seeds and equipment. 

The Spanish Angels visit Ludlow Primary School 
A dozen Year 9 students, who have opted to take Spanish GCSE, went to Ludlow Primary School to 

help students with their learning of Spanish. We were put into small groups and worked with year 

groups 3-6 on the topic of animals. It gave us the opportunity to put into practice the skills we learn 

within the classroom. Ludlow Primary School benefitted by being able to try new learning activities to help them 

and to familiarise themselves with the language opportunities they will experience in September. We ended each 

session with questions and answers about ‘Life at Ludlow School.’ We are looking forward to welcoming Year 6 in 

September. 

Careers Education,  Information, Advice and Guidance (CEIAG) 
Year 11 have left us, having decided where they wish to go from September 2022. 
Many are undertaking courses at Ludlow and Herefordshire colleges. These courses 
range from A-Levels in Criminology and Psychology, to vocational courses in Vehicle 
Maintenance and Plumbing. A couple of students were successful in securing           
apprenticeships in the local area, and we look forward to hearing all about their first 
steps into further education. 
 

Year 10 went on a Taster Day to Ludlow College in the penultimate week of term. The visit provided them with an 
insight into learning beyond school. A significant number of the year group have had a careers appointment      
already and it is clear that they really do have some clear ideas regarding their future pathway. From equine 
courses to journalism, and the RAF to an electrician, not forgetting law and accountancy, I am really looking     
forward to hearing more. New prospectuses will be available to all Year 10 students in the Autumn, and can also 
be accessed online. Open events at the colleges will begin in September / October. Every student will have at 
least 2 careers appointments in Year 11 and have the opportunity to attend a wide range of assemblies,         
workshops, visits and guest speakers, all supporting our comprehensive in school careers programme. 
 

Year 10 have also been the first year group since 2019 to have undertaken a week of Work Experience.  This was 
launched in November, with students encouraged to reflect on what it is they wish to pursue as a career,           
research carried out to find employers who would be willing to accept them for a placement, health and safety 
checks…..there has been no stone unturned. Taking those first steps on the road to their post-16 career choices is 
underway. 
 

We look forward to a new and exciting range of events for students throughout the school to guide them through 

each stage to their career and choices when they leave us in Year 11. 

Henry Maddicott Drama Workshop 
Former student, Henry Maddicott, returned to school to deliver a lively and thought-provoking workshop for Year 
9 Students, opting for Drama GCSE. He was performing his play ‘Land of Lost Content’ as part Ludlow Fringe, 
which explores the positive and negative aspects of growing up in a small rural town. The students really          
benefitted from his high energy approach, and found out about his experiences of school, college, and university. 
At the end of the session, students were treated to a monologue from the play. 



Catering Provision 
Inevitably, we will have to increase our Catering prices in the Autumn Term.   
We will continue to do our best to keep prices as low as possible, but we do  
believe that our ‘Meal of the Day’, with dessert, is still very good value, at the 
new price of £2.50.   The three-week rotating menu is 100% compliant with the 
government’s School Food Standards, providing balanced and healthy meals. 
 

Our ‘Grab and Go’ range is very popular with the students.  For our full menu range, please visit the ‘Catering 
Provision’ area on the school website. 
 

Increase in the Free School Meal Allowance and how this can be used 
 

From September 2022, we will increase the daily allowance for Free School Meals (FSM) to £2.50 per student, 
to reflect the general increase in menu prices.  This figure is based on the cost of the main hot meal available 
during lunch service, including a cookie/dessert.  Students are allowed to select other food items, as long as 
they fall within this amount.  Fresh drinking water is always available.  Parents/carers, whose children claim 
FSM, are very welcome to ‘top-up’ the online catering account, or send your child with some cash, to enable 
them to purchase items at break-time, as well.  If they are using their FSM allowance at break-time, e.g. buying 
a doughnut for 95p, we can only supply lunch to the remaining value (£1.55), as we are not able to offer credit. 

Uniform for September 
I always look forward to the start of the Autumn term, and seeing our students arrive looking smart and ready 
to get back to the routine of school life.  The overwhelming majority of our students always wear exactly what 
is expected. Visitors to the school regularly comment how smart and welcoming our students are. I am         
immensely proud of them. Thank you for your support with our uniform code.  There are just a few points that 
can cause an issue, and I want to make sure we start the new academic year without any difficulties over      
incorrect uniform. 
 

• Trousers must not be skinny-fit. As a guide, you should be able to slip a tennis ball up the ankle of the 
trouser, with ease. If it is a struggle, or impossible, they cannot be worn to school as uniform.  

• Skirts must be school-branded, and the correct fit, so that they do not ride up and become too short.  
Students should not roll up the waistband of skirts. 

• Shoes need to be black shoes. Black pumps are not acceptable.  If the label is Nike (specifically, the Nike 
Air Force brand), or Adidas, as an example, they are a sports-branded trainer, not a shoe, regardless of 
them being black. These are not acceptable as school shoes either.  

• Please ensure socks are black, also. It concerns me that some students wear white socks so that they do 
not need to change them for PE. It is important, for personal hygiene, that they do change out of their 
sweaty sports socks.  

• Acrylic nails will continue to be forbidden. I appreciate that they cost a lot to have put on, but we will 
not allow them to be worn at school;  the same goes for facial piercings.   

• Make-up should be discreet; please talk to your child about not over-using fake tanning products. 
  

Clubsport, our uniform retailer, is now operating an online service, as well as through their shop in town.  
Please follow the link on our website, at the bottom of the homepage, should you wish to purchase uniform 
online.  If you prefer to visit their shop in town, we would advise that you visit early in the summer holidays, to 
avoid disappointment. 

 

We have reduced the number of branded items required, to ensure uniform is more affordable.  Please       
contact your child’s CLT or tutor, if you need any support with the purchase of uniform.  There is also a School   
Uniform Exchange scheme run in the town, to provide pre-owned uniform to families in the community.      
Unwanted or out-grown items of clothing can be taken to the Ludlow Furniture Scheme warehouse, on    
Thursdays and Fridays, between 9.30am and 1.30pm. Please contact 07754 754086, for information on how to 
receive free school uniform. 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.  Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to 
ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the aim of uniform.   



Visit to the Mosque in Craven Arms 
Miss Harper's Year 10 RE group enjoyed a visit to the Mosque, this half-term. They experienced afternoon   
prayer, and Imam Sohayb had kindly set up the Mosque so they could look more closely at religious items such 
as the Qur'an, prayer beads and Hajj information. The students asked thoughtful and interesting questions and 
were given a guided tour. They even enjoyed some refreshments at the end of the visit! A valuable and     
memorable afternoon.  

Year 8 Visit to Arthog 
After a break of two years, it was great to be able to return to Arthog this year. This time, 66 Year 8 students 

set off on Friday afternoon for the Welsh coast. Our 
first evening was very wet but the spirits of the   
students were not dampened as they had fun and 
worked in teams to negotiate the Nightline, an   
obstacle course, blindfolded.  
 

The weekend weather improved and allowed      
students to participate in a range of activities,     
including scrambling, rock climbing, abseiling,     

canoeing, surfing and gorge-walking. On Saturday 
and Sunday evening, we took a walk to the beach to 
play games and investigate the rock and tidal pools.  
We finished the weekend with orienteering and then 

returned to school on Monday afternoon  -  tired but 

having had a fun weekend. 

The Green Festival - Sunday, 10th July 
The Green Festival is an event now firmly established on the summer calendar in Ludlow. It aims to draw  
attention to the debate around climate change and is, therefore, very relevant to our whole school              
community. 
 

This year, Mrs Hart and Ms Davies’ Key Stage 3 Dance Club presented a medley of iconic musical theatre    
numbers in the market square, and drew quite a crowd to their lively and well-choreographed performances. 
Ms Antill and four Year 10 Art students had an interactive stand called 'The Alternative Prom Dress'. Over the 
course of the day, items of packaging that might otherwise be thrown away were added to a                            
willow-structured prom dress. The girls created elegant    structures from plastic bags, bottle tops, tetra       
cartons and fabric scraps. The result was a striking up-cycled dress, highlighting the costly environmental      
impact of the Fashion Industry. 
 

The festival was a great success with many different stalls and activities to engage visitors and Ludlow school is 
now a well established contributor to this local event. 

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to                                    
admin@ludlowschool.com, if your child is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made 
each day of your child’s absence, not just the first day.  We also need written confirmation of the    
absence when your child returns to school, either as a separate letter, or a note in the Student      
Planner.  We ask that all routine dental and medical appointments are not made in school time.   
However, if this is unavoidable, please send in a note with your child.  It is very difficult for our         
Reception staff to manage last minute phone calls.   





Useful Links to Resources for Families 
'Worrying About Money?' Leaflets- free hard copies available through SophiePadgett@cabshropshire.org.uk  
Online, interactive version: https://www.worryingaboutmoney.co.uk/shropshire  
 

Shropshire Larder - https://www.shropshirelarder.org.uk/  
 

Shropshire Council Cost of Living webpage - https://shropshire.gov.uk/cost-of-living-help/  
 

Information about Free School Meals - https://shropshire.gov.uk/free-school-meals/  
 

Shropshire Family Information Service - https://shropshire.gov.uk/early-years-and-childcare/parents-and-
carers/shropshire-family-information-service-0-19-years/  

 

The Shropshire Council Cost of Living webpage includes links and advice for specific money worries, including: 
Cost Of Transport 
Debt and borrowing 
Rent or Mortgage Help 
Help with Energy Bills 
Help with water rates 
Financial help for people with disabilities 

Terms Dates 2022-23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Term 

5th & 6th Sept PD Days 

7th Sept Yr7  and 11 Only return 

8th Sept All Year Groups return (Wk1 timetable) 

12th Oct Y11 Early PTCE 

21st Oct PD Day 

24th - 28th Oct Half Term 

31st Oct Return to School 

9th Nov Y7 & 10 Settling-In PTCE 

19th Dec  -  2nd Jan Christmas Holiday 

3rd Jan PD Day 

4th Jan Return to School 

26th Jan Y8 PTCE 

26th Jan Y8 PTCE 

Date Term 

20th - 24th  Feb Half Term 

27th Feb Return to School 

22 Mar Y9 PTCE 

28 Mar Y11 PTCE 

3rd - 14th April Easter Holiday 

17th April Return to School 

1st May May Bank Holiday 

3rd May Y10 PTCE 

29th May - 2nd June Half Term 

5th June Return to School 

15 June Y7 PTCE 

4th July Y6 PTCE 

21st July End of Term 

Year 10 Design and Technology visit 
A group of Year 10 Design and Technology GCSE students were able to spend a day at   
In-Comm, Telford, designing and building models based on pneumatics. Their hands-on 
models were assessed by current apprentices, who were amazed at their different      
designs and ability to ‘think outside the box’ for the challenge.  
In-Comm is one of the UK’s leading providers of apprenticeships, training, upskilling and 

business services, working across more than 10 sectors and with 250 different            

companies. Students were able to see the possible opportunities available to them, if they decide to take the      

apprenticeship route post-16. In-Comm and MCMT are passionate about STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering 

& Maths) engagement, showcasing potential career routes into industry to young people and adult learners in the 

local community. In-Comm aim to educate and inspire young people on the vast opportunities available to them 

when you ‘make things’, the technology you can get to grips with, and the positive difference you can make in  

society.  
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