
The Spring weather has lifted tired spirits as we approach the end of term.  You may be aware that we have had several 
staff absences this term, particularly amongst our catering team.  We have endeavoured to ensure students have      
continuity of teaching, and my thanks go to the teaching staff for picking up additional lessons, and for the part-time 
members of staff who have volunteered their time on their non-employed days.   We have also needed to reduce the 
menu choice in the dining room to ensure that we can still provide a hot meal for all children, every day; we will be    
return to our Summer menu as soon as we are back up to the full catering team.  My thanks go to staff who have 
stepped in to help with preparation and service of food. 
 

Despite the challenges of “living with Covid”, we have had a successful term of learning.  It is a particularly important 
time for Year 11, with another series of Mock Exams sat in March, and practical subjects completing NEA assessments 
and moderation.  You will be receiving your child’s Spring Progress Report by the end of this week. 
 

It has been a busy time for extra-curricular activities, too, with notable 
sporting highlights being the Year 8 students becoming U13 County Netball 
Champions for the first time since 1998.  Year 7 boys won the                   
Herefordshire Rugby Plate, and our Year 10 students finished as             
semi-finalists in the County Cup.  The Duke of Edinburgh Award students 
have also been able to get out on their expeditions in the South Shropshire 
hills.   
 

It was lovely to spend an evening with parents and carers with the Dance 
Show; it was wonderful to see the enthusiasm and excellent standard of 
dance from over forty students, from Years 7 to 11.  We have competed in two national tournaments, for FIFA 22 and 
Chess Club, with Josh Rowley (Year 11) and Matthew Channon (Year 10) our respective victors in fiercely fought finals. 
 

Our students have taken the lead in fund-raising activities, with monies raised for the Shropshire Wildlife Trust and the 
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal.  On Friday, the last day of term, we are having a “wear yellow” non-uniform day, to raise 
money for the mental health charity “Young Minds”.  Thank you to St Giles House for leading this campaign to raise 
awareness and funds. 
 

Best wishes for a lovely Easter break, with lots more Spring sunshine, I hope.  We return for the Summer term on     
Monday 25th April 2022. 
 

Paula Hearle 
Headteacher 
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Year 9 Tapas Experience 
In mid-March, prospective GCSE Spanish students in Year 9 enjoyed lunch out at Parkway Tasca 

Bar and Restaurant in Ludlow, communicating with the Spanish-speaking chef and trying lots of 

new and delicious Spanish Tapas. All the students who attended really made the most of the 

cultural experience, and now know their acetunas from their gambas, and their pollo from their 

patatas! ¡Qué rico! 



Winner of Mayor of Ludlow’s Photography Competition 
Year 7 student, Haiden Waldron, has won the Under 12 
category of the Mayor of Ludlow’s photography       
competition, and will receive a prize from the Town 
Council.  Full results can be seen on the town council 
website - https://www.ludlow.gov.uk/. Haiden said he 
is interested in photography, and this is the first       
competition he has entered.  What an amazing start! 

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to                                        
admin@ludlowschool.com, if your child is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made 
each day of your child’s absence, not just the first day.  We also need written confirmation of the        
absence when your child returns to school,  either as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  
We ask that all routine dental and medical appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this 
is unavoidable, please send in a note with your child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to manage 
last minute phone calls.   

Speak Out!  Challenge Workshop 
On Friday the 4th February, 24 of our Year 10 students took part in a fantastic speaking and listening workshop. The 
workshop was hosted by the Speaker’s Trust, an organisation that works with young people to improve public speaking 
skills, build confidence and give them a voice to express their thoughts and ideas. 
 

The day was a brilliant success. Although there were a few nerves at the start of the day, our trainer, Claudette, quickly 
put the students at ease. By the end of the day, the students had successfully communicated with each other in a       
variety of ways; they spoke in front of a large group and used the skills they had learnt to pen an impassioned speech 
about a topic close to their heart. Each student was able to take a personal achievement away from the day. They were 
a credit to themselves and the school. 

AMM’s Cute Newts 

Last year, we watched an assembly by Miss Taylor’s tutor group, all about St Peter’s House charity: Shropshire Wildlife 

Trust.  The Trust is helping us renovate our school pond to try and get Great Crested Newts to 

come and live there.  PAMM (our tutor group) decided we could help!  We used a tutorial on 

YouTube to learn how to make mini-newts out of coloured beads – we all made them: some of 

us researched information about them and their habitat; some of us did the maths to work out 

how many beads to buy and how much we needed to sell our newts for; some of us made     

posters to advertise the newts, and some of us worked at lunchtimes to sell them.  We learned a 

lot, had some fun and made £150 for Shropshire Wildlife Trust!    

Ludlow CE School team-up with the town’s Fairtrade Group 
Ms Duffy, from Ludlow Fairtrade Town Group, came into school on 15th March, to work with a Year 7 

and Year 8 class in Humanities. Ms Duffy was leading a session on Fairtrade and climate justice.     

Students were engaged and curious throughout. Students produced either a slogan, a poster, or 

wrote a letter about their thoughts on Fairtrade and climate justice. Ms Duffy took the work that   

students produced away and some of the excellent examples of work were put on display on the 

Traidcraft Fair Trade Stall, at the recent market in Ludlow. This gave customers a chance to see and 

hear the voices of students of Ludlow School. 

https://www.ludlow.gov.uk/


Careers Information, Advice and Guidance 
All Year 11 students have now applied to college, and many have also been interviewed for their courses. Vocational 
courses continue to grow in popularity, but the traditional route of A-Levels is still the choice of the vast majority of the 
cohort. The data indicates that for those students leaving us this summer and intending to study A-Levels, Business 
Studies, Criminology and Psychology are the most popular subjects. The most popular vocational courses are: Electrical 
Installation, Vehicle Maintenance and Equine Studies; the latter can be studied in both Hereford and Shrewsbury. 
 
Year 10 students look forward to a week of Work Experience in the last few weeks before the Summer holiday. Many 
have secured placements; however, there remains a significant number who have yet to do so. I fully understand that 
employers continue to be cautious with regard to the spread of Covid, and this is making the search rather tricky, but I 
would very much appreciate another push in this search. Year 10 can also come and 
see me in Room CO, for further support or ideas for placements. For those students 
who do not manage to find work experience, will spend the week in school,          
completing work set by their subject teachers. 
 
A large group of Year 9 boys attended an in-school workshop focussing on raising  

aspirations. I also attended the event, and it was very well received by all the         

students. To see how well-engaged they were in all activities, particularly the       

team-building and mindfulness experiences, was fantastic. The boys asked if they could a follow-up session, and I plan 

to arrange this for later in the term. 

Uniform 
The overwhelming majority of our students look smart and wear exactly what is expected.  However, there have been 
some specific issues this term, where students have been sanctioned for disregarding aspects of the Uniform Policy:   
 Trainers are not acceptable footwear with school uniform. 

 Students must wear black socks with school shoes, and not white PE socks. 

 The only skirt permitted is the school skirt, with the logo. 

 Facial piercings are not permitted.  Students must wear a clear keeper stud whilst they cannot remove the      

piercing.  We expect the keeper stud to be time-limited. 

 Students can wear a single stud in each ear, a ring and a watch; multiple ear piercings, hoops or drop earrings, 

necklaces and bracelets, are not permitted. 

 Long or artificial nails cannot be worn to school; they prevent students from holding a pen securely and can cause 

injury in practical lessons. 

 Make-up must be discrete. 
Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have a uniform code, and like any set of rules, they must be consistently     
followed; individual cases cannot be allowed to undermine the aim of the uniform.  We would ask for your support in 
ensuring your child is in the correct uniform.  Please contact your child’s CLT, should you require financial support.  

Dance Showcase 
Thank you to all the dancers who participated in our KS4 Performance Evening and the 
Spring Showcase. It was so lovely to see so many of you participating. We couldn’t be 
prouder of the confidence, commitment and enthusiasm you have shown.  
We are looking forward to the Summer Term. We are now beginning to prepare work for 
future performances. For those of you wanting to get involved, rehearsal times are as follows: 

 

 KS3 Dance Club – Friday Afterschool  
 Year 8 & 9 Dance Club – Tuesday Lunch 
 

The Dance Department is also excited to be taking some of our Year 9 dance students to see 
2Faced Dance Company, an all-male contemporary company. We hope they enjoy watching 
what promises to be an exhilarating afternoon of dance.  



Key Dates                                                                           Term Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Term 

3rd May Y10 Parents’ Evening 

W/B 16th May GCSE Exams Begin 

14th June Arthog Meeting 6.00pm 

15th June Y10 & KS3 Exams (TBC) 

27th June  Last GCSE Exam 

29th June Y10 Sports Day (Field) 

30th June Leavers’ Day 

1st July  Summer Ball 
Y9 University of Worcester & Birmingham Trip 

1st - 4th July Y8 Arthog Trip 

W/B 4th July Y10 Work Experience 

7th July Y6 Induction Day and Parents’ Evening 

11th July Y7&8 Sports Day (Field) 
Y9 Healthy Life Styles A Half 

12th July Y9 Healthy Life Styles B Half 

13th July Y9 Sports Day (Field) 
Y10 Ludlow College Taster Day 

14th July Sports Day (Track) 

15th July Sports Day (Reserve) 

18th July Award Evening 

Date Term 

11th - 22nd April Easter Holiday 

25th April Return to School for Sum-
mer Term 

2nd May May Bank Holiday 

30th May -  3rd  June Half-Term 

6th June Return to School 

20th July  Last day of  Summer Term 


