
Welcome to our 2021 Christmas Newsletter.  It feels like the last few weeks have galloped by, not least because 
school is running “as normal”.  We have been able to host Parents’ Evenings, extra-curricular activities and specific 
workshop events, just as we planned, alongside the 25 hours of teaching and learning each week.  The return to 
wearing face coverings has been taken in our stride, and I want to thank you for your support with twice-weekly 
Lateral Flow Device testing at home.   
 

Year 11 have spent the last few weeks preparing for, and sitting, mock GCSE exams.  We truly hope that final GCSE 
exams will run as normal this summer, but these mocks, and the ones to follow in March, may be called upon to 
form part of the teacher-assessed grades, should exams be cancelled again.  Year 11 have embraced this challenge 
and committed themselves to working hard.  Thank you for your encouragement and support. 
 

Advent is upon us, and you can read below about our annual #reverseadvent campaign.  Thank you for your       
generosity in donating food items for Ludlow’s Food Bank.  We will also celebrate the last day of term, Friday 17th 
December, with Save the “Children’s Christmas Jumper Day”.  Students can wear a Christmassy jumper, along with 
their normal school uniform, for £1. 
 

Our Carol Service will be held in school during the last week of term, when we will be joined by Reverends Kelvin 
and Wayne.  It will be a joyous event, even if we cannot sing the carols together.   
 

Free School Meals vouchers, to the value of £30, for the two weeks of the Christmas holiday, will be emailed out to 
eligible parents/carers on Thursday 16th December.   
 

The school re-opens for students on Wednesday 5th January 2022, when we expect our students to arrive re-
freshed, in the correct uniform, and ready to learn.  Please make sure you carry out an LFD test with your child the 
evening before, or morning, of the return to school.  We will carry out mass testing on site, but please be assured, 
we will attempt to get through this process as swiftly as we are able.  As per NHS guidance, a LFD test should not 
be carried out if your child has had Covid-19 in the last 90 days; this would mean having had had Covid-19 after 7th 
October, for testing on 5th January.  Please also make sure your child has a face covering with them; unless the 
government update their guidance, face coverings must continue to be worn around the school building.  
 

Have a peaceful and restful Christmas, and let’s look forward to a healthy New Year.  
 

Mrs Hearle 
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Food collection for Ludlow Food Bank 
This period of advent has seen the return of the food collection for Ludlow Food Bank—now an 
annual event.  Students are encouraged to bring in a donation (or more than one if they wish!) 
to add to their tutor Food Bank box. The boxes are then gathered up and sent away to the Food 
Bank. As has been the case every year, we are very proud of our students achieving “excellence             
together” by reaching out to the community in this way. The donations from our school enable 
many families to have a happy Christmas. Thank you for all your donations and support with 
this. 



Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance 
Despite the ongoing restrictions of the pandemic, our school Careers Programme has returned 
even stronger. Year 11 students have attended careers appointments with our in-school adviser, 
so, too, have a number of Year 9 students. The focus for the Year 9 appointments was to provide 
support in making the most effective GCSE options choices. If any Year 9 student would like    
further guidance in making the most effective choices, please speak to Mrs Griffiths-Jones. 
 

The RAF and the Army have spoken to some KS4 students who have expressed a keen interest in 
a career in the forces, and the colleges in the area have put together pre-recorded assemblies, providing an insight 
into post-16 study, and the wide range of courses they offer. 
 

Ludlow College has also organised a calendar of A-Level Taster sessions, running after-school for Year 11 students. 
A number of our former students also came into school to talk to KS4 students about studying Psychology and 
Criminology. Judging by the number of those attending, these are two very popular subjects. 
 

Since September, all Year 11 students and parents/carers have been receiving a weekly careers newsletter, via 
email. These contain information regarding Open events at colleges, apprenticeship vacancies, events in school, 
and links to useful websites. We also post the newsletter on our school website, should you want to take a look 
with your child, even if they are not in Year 11. 
 

For the first time in 3 years, we hope that the Year 10 Work Experience week will resume next July. The event was 
launched in an assembly in the first week of December, and we urge Year 10 to start approaching employers ASAP. 
Finally, another annual event set to resume for the first time in a couple of years, is our Careers Fair for Year 8-11 

students in the last week of term. This is a fantastic opportunity to gain information and ask questions of            

employers and colleges in order to gain a much clearer idea of life beyond school. 

Remembrance 2021 
Even though we were not able to hold our traditional school gathering for Remembrance, the 
school community shared in our Remembrance service, via a video-recorded assembly.  The 
school held a minute’s silence at 11am on 11th November to remember the fallen.   

It was good to see so many of our students involved in the local community’s Remembrance    

services, and Jack and Nia, our Head Boy and Head Girl, laid a wreathe at the town’s Peace Me-

morial, and then led the prayers the Remembrance Service in St Laurence’s church. 

Conker Challenge 
 

Mrs Wild organised a          
Best– Dressed Conker       
Challenge Competition, as 
part of the inter-house      
competitions at Ludlow 
School . Well done to          
everyone who took part. 

Lost Property 
At the last count, we have twenty coats in Lost Property, for just this term, along with school jumpers and PE kits.  

Please encourage your child to reclaim lost items, as we have limited storage space.  It would really help if you 

could name items of clothing, as we are then able to return them directly. We will be donating unclaimed items to 

the Furniture Scheme, to support families in the community. 



Emergency School Closure for Winter Weather 
Should extremely bad weather cause us to close the school to students this winter, there are a range of systems we 
use to convey the information.  We will use our messaging system (InTouch) to inform you directly, as well as 
putting a post on the Ludlow School Facebook page, and the school’s website.  We also contact Shropshire Council, 
as it places all school closures on its website.  Local radio stations use the website as their point of information.  
Therefore, we have been advised that you can listen to local radio stations for updates, or look at the Council’s 
website at www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-closures. 

Christmas Holiday and Christmas Gifts 
The Christmas holiday begins at 3.25pm on Friday 17th December.   Please note that the school does not close   
early for Christmas.  The new term for students begins on Wednesday 5th January.  I would urge you not to        
purchase visible piercings or oral piercings for your child during this period, as they are unlikely to have healed in 
time for the new term, and will need to be removed in line with our Uniform Policy.  I would also urge you to      
discourage your children from bringing into school expensive gifts, such as iPhones, smart phones or iPods.  The 
school  accepts no liability for items, unless they have been taken into the possession of a  member of staff (and 
only then up to a   limit of £50).   I would also suggest that, as we enter the very cold weather period, coats bought 
over Christmas should not be of exceptional value, if they are to be worn at school —  we have a huge basket of 
unclaimed items in lost property. 

Key Dates and Term Dates 

 

PE Team Photos 
 

On Tuesday 10th November, our annual sports photographs took place.  This is always an exciting day for the 
school as we celebrate with our students their sporting successes of the year.  If your child has represented the 
school in a team or has had County, Regional or National representation, you can visit their photographs online 
at www.michaelmartin.co.uk  

To access the sport photographs, please use '2021LSS' as the password. All orders can be placed through the    
website and will be sent directly to you.  

Date Event 

27th Jan Y8 Parents’ Evening 

2nd Mar Y11 Parents’ Evening 

29th Mar Y9 Parents’ Evening 

3rd May Y10 Parents’ Evening 

16th June Y7 Parents’ Evening 

Date Term 

3rd Jan Bank Holiday 

4th Jan PD Day 

5th Jan Return to School 

18th - 25th Feb Half-Term 

28th Feb Return to School 

11th—22nd April Easter Holiday 

Date Term 

25th April Return to School 

2nd May May Bank Holiday 

30th May - 4rd June Half-Term 

6th June Return to School 

20th July Last day of Term 

Communicating with us: 
We often use Facebook and our InTouch messaging system to send out information very swiftly, to large groups of 
parents and carers.  Both of these platforms continue to be for out-going messages only, from the school; please 
do not reply, as it is unlikely we will receive your message and respond to your query.  For all contact with the 
school, please email us directly: admin@ludlowschool.com, and your message will be forwarded to the relevant 
member of staff. 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-closures
https://www.michaelmartin.co.uk/
mailto:admin@ludlowschool.com


Tesco Community Grant Scheme—The Service Shack 
We are delighted to have been successful in our application to the Tesco Community Grants 

Scheme.  We have put in a bid for building an outside break servery for our students, so that 

everyone has easy access to a healthy snack.  Our project will now be put forward to a       

customer vote in the local Tesco store, from the first week of January 2022 to 31st March 2022. It would be lovely 

to have your support. 

Year 8 Health Lifestyles Day 
In November, Year 8s had the opportunity to 
experience a valuable day away from their     
normal timetable, to work on essential life 
skills.  The five areas covered included Road 
Safety, First Aid and Life Skills, and a session on 
the dangers and risk associated with Smoking 
and Alcohol. There was also a session on          
Relationships and Bullying, and Equality and   
Diversity Issues, led by West Mercia Police. All 
students in Year 8 engaged with the speakers 
and learned vital life skills to help themselves 
and others around them. Our students continue 
to impress external speakers with their 
knowledge and attention to detail as well as 
their positive attitude.  

 

 

 

 
 

 

Soul Space 
Soul Space is a place for spirituality. Everyone feels safe and calm, and we do activities such as     
meditation, mindful arts and sharing communal ideas of well-being. We also add prayers to the    
Prayer Tree, and this has created a beautiful and meaningful display. We enjoy the chance to connect 
with each other and explore ideas of faith  
 

Year 8 Book Club 
Our Year 8 Book Club has just finished its first book, and the reviews are in!  We 
LOVED 'Ghost Boys' by Jewell Parker Rhodes. Its themes are tough: racism, poverty, 
growing up and crime; for this reason, we recommend it only for those who are 12+ 
years old.  It's an important book. We learned a lot and think you might, too.  We're 
lending our copies of the book to the school library for you to enjoy.  What better 
way to spend a wintery evening?  

Ludlow’s got Soul 
Shropshire Music Service filled the hall with classic soul and contemporary hits, in November. The five-piece band 
enthralled and entertained the audience with songs ranging from Mustang Sally to Valerie. Students were told 
about the history of soul music and shown how changes in pitch and pace could alter the texture of a piece.        
Students and staff were invited onto the stage to join in with Blame it on the Boogie and everyone enjoyed a     
wonderful afternoon. 






