
Welcome to the half-term newsletter; I cannot believe we are at this point already.  It has been an incredibly busy 
few weeks, getting a new year of teaching and learning underway, alongside managing cases of Covid-19, regular 
Lateral Flow Device testing, and the vaccination programme.  Thank you for your support with twice-weekly testing 
and regular communication.  Our admin team have done an amazing job managing students’ attendance, but it is so 
helpful when you email in, or leave a message, to keep us updated. 
 

We are delighted with how resilient and business-like our students have been this half-term.  Moving back to       
vertical tutoring has certainly supported our Year 7 students with their transition to secondary school, and I know 
that they enjoyed the Oakerwood team-building day, and the opportunity to get to know each other better.  The 
accompanying Healthy Lifestyles days delivered key messages around personal safety, whether online or on the 
roads, and how to enjoy positive relationships with peers. 
 

The inter-house sporting activities have brought the whole school together, and I would like to thank the PE         
department for wasting no time in getting students active with cross-country, football and netball competitions.  
Champion House 2022 will be a fiercely fought title, I’m sure. 
 

Our quality assurance systems are confirming that Year 11 and Year 10 students are determined to work hard on 
their GCSE courses.  Thank you to all parents and carers who joined our two GCSE Information evenings; your      
support is invaluable.  Our key message to Year 11 students this year is #makeithappen, and they certainly appear 
determined to do this.  Mock exam timetables for December have been published (see the school website), and all 
Year 11 students will attend revision and exam skills workshops by the end of this week.  The government have    
announced that GCSE examinations will go ahead in Summer 2022, with adaptations around course content in some 
subjects, and advance information on the focus of exams in others. There will also be formula sheets provided in 
maths and science.  Full details can be found at:                                                                                                                                  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/adaptations-in-2022-summer-examsto-ensure-fairness-for-students 
 

We still have a vacancy on our Local Academy Board, so do please contact the clerk, Sharon Vickers 
(s.vickers@ludlowschool.com), if you wish to find out more about what this would entail.   We said farewell to Ian 
Jones, our Chair, at the end of the Summer term.  Ian has been a governor for many years, and we thank him for his 
incredible support and service to Ludlow School.  Barbara Ball has taken up the position of Chair, and Sheila Poolton 
is our Vice Chair. 
 

Thank you for your support this half-term.  We value feedback from you, but with less face-to-face meetings over 
the last 12-18 months, opportunities for feedback have been more limited.  We have, instead, set up and online 
‘Parent View’ form, to gather feedback; we will email the link to you shortly.  We would be particularly interested to 
hear your thoughts on the ClassCharts Homework app. 
 

Please read on to learn of some of the exciting events we have enjoyed over the last 8 weeks.  I hope you are able 
to find some time to relax with your children over the half-term break, and that you and your families stay well.  Can 
I ask that you continue with twice-weekly home LFD testing, and also that your child takes a test on Sunday, before 
returning to school on Monday 1st November.   
 

Many thanks,  
Paula Hearle, Headteacher 
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Soul Space 

Soul Space has been launched this half-term, our new twice-weekly club, that 
considers issues of faith, spirituality, and morality. Open to students of "all faiths 
and none", this club is run by students, for students. With all year groups        
welcome, and a range of activities, from reflection to building self-esteem, we 
have seen an incredible atmosphere and lots of discussion around what our    
values of excellence, resilience, and care mean to us.  

Free School Meal Vouchers 
Vouchers, worth £15 per child, are available for students in receipt of Free School Meals, for the half-term week.   
We have sent out an email to all recipients, asking you to confirm your email 
details.  If you have not received this message, you will need to contact our 
School Business Manager, Rowena Morris (r.morris@ludlowschool.com), so 
that she can update your details on the system. 

LDF Testing during the Half-Term Break 
 Please keep up twice-weekly LFD testing during the half-term week, and take 

a test the night before your child returns to school  
 

 Contact Nicole Sampson, if you need another test kit: 
n.sampson@ludlowschool.com 

 

 A positive LFD test needs to be followed up with a PCR test.  Please isolate until the PCR test result is         
received.  If negative, your child can return to school; if positive, your child will need to isolate for 10 days 
from the start of symptoms or the positive LDF result. 

Homework Club 
Homework Club takes place after-school on Mondays and Tuesdays, every week, 

from 3.30-5.00pm Please do encourage your child to attend if they struggle to get   

organised and complete homework.    

Uniform 
As the weather gets colder, I would ask that you ensure that your child wears a coat to school.  Denim jackets, 
leather jackets,  hoodies and extra jumpers are not permitted.   

Do contact your child’s CLT if you need support with the purchase of uniform items. 

Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the 
aim of uniform.  Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.   

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to                                         
admin@ludlowschool.com, if your child is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made 
each day of your child’s absence, not just the first day.  (This is not the case if your child is isolating for 
Covid-19).  We also need written confirmation of the  absence when your child returns to school,  either 
as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  We ask that all routine dental and medical         
appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this is unavoidable, please send in a note with 
your child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to manage last minute phone calls.   
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Request for Parking   
We are very fortunate that the Teme Leisure are happy for parents to pick up and drop off 
from their carpark.  Can I ask that you use the bays to the left as carers drive in, please, so that 
paying customers can park close to the centre.  On a similar note, only customers visiting      
Majestic Wines should use their carpark.  Please do not use this as a drop-off or waiting area. 
 

The front of school should not be used by parents, please; we need safe access for buses     

picking up and dropping off students.  We would also ask that you respect the neighbours around the school by not  

pulling into their driveways, or onto the roadside, where there are yellow lines.   

Covid-19 Risk Assessment 
We continue to review our protective measures in school.  After half-term, we will continue with these additional 
measures: 
 

 Face coverings  - these should be worn in corridors and communal areas, and during tutor time (unless your child 
is exempt). 

 With the introduction of carbon dioxide monitors in some classrooms, we will be able to regulate ventilation, to 
ensure there is adequate movement of fresh air, without making the room too cold. 

 LFD Testing should continue at home, time twice-weekly. 

 Anyone with a close contact who is isolating with Covid-19 must take a PCR test; if it is negative, they can return 
to school but should take a LFD test daily for a minimum of 5 days, increasing to 7 days as necessary, to ensure 
the final LFD test is taken on a school day. 

 

Many thanks for your support with keeping our school running safely. 

Terms Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Term 

22nd Oct PD Day 

25th  -  29th Oct Half-Term 

1st Nov Return to School 

20th Dec  -  3rd Jan Christmas Holiday 

4th Jan PD Day 

5th Jan Return to School 

18th  -  25th Feb Half-Term 

28th Feb Return to School 

Date Term 

11th - 22nd April Easter Holiday 

25th April Return to School 

2nd  May May Bank Holiday 

30th May  -  3rd June Half-Term 

6th June Return to School 

20th July  Last day of Term 

Key Dates 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Event 

10th Nov Yr7 & 10 Settling-In Evening 

27th Jan Yr8 Parents’ Evening 

2nd Mar Yr11 Parents’ Evening 

29th  Mar Yr9 Parents’ Evening 

3rd May  Yr10 Parents’ Evening 

16th June Yr7 Parents’ Evening 

16th May - 17th June 2022 (tbc) GCSE Exam Series 



Ludlow School Catering 
After half-term, we will be launching our Autumn/Winter Menu 2021/22.  The 3-week 
rotational menus can be found on the website under MENU/Catering Provision.    
 

You will also see that we have added a ‘Parent’s Guide’ for setting up alerts when 
balances are running low.  

https://ludlowschool.com/media/1700/scopay-parent-guide-alerts.pdf 
 

Should a student’s catering account become overdrawn, by £2.50 or more, you will receive a letter requesting that funds 
are placed on the account.  This will be followed by a reminder to clear the outstanding amount by a specified 
date.  Regrettably, if we do not receive funds, we may have to withdraw service until the debt is cleared.  However, 
should you be experiencing any difficulties in clearing the debt, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Duke of Edinburgh Expedition 
On the 15th and 16th October 26, Year 11 students completed their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh            
expedition.  The students completed a two-day walk, covering 24km, with one night camping.  The 
students spent Day One navigating their way through the beautiful hills of Church Stretton, including 
the Lawley, Caer Caradoc and the Ragleth.  Whilst taking in the panoramic views, the students set up 
camp and cooked dinner at the base of the Long Mynd.  Day Two started with a long ascent up to Pole Cottage,  
before descending into Ratlinghope. A huge congratulations, to all the students involved.  
 

Please can I remind Year 11 students, that they are required to complete their physical, skill and volunteering     
sections, before they complete their final expedition in April 2022.   
 

Duke of Edinburgh Dates:  
 

Year 11 
Friday 1st April - Saturday 2nd April 2022 -  Assessed Expedition  -  Time TBC 
 

Year 10 
Monday 4th April 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Monday 25th April 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Friday 29th April 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Friday 6th May 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Friday 13th May 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Friday 20th - Saturday 21st May 2022 - Practice Expedition - Time TBC 
Monday 11th July 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Friday 15th July 2022 - In-school Training - 3.30pm - 5.00pm 
Monday 18th - Tuesday 19th July 2022  -  Assessed Expedition  - Time TBC 

News from the PE Department 
It has been brilliant to see so many students engaging with our extra-curricular programme, this 
half-term. We hope to get back to fixtures as soon as it is safe to do so. Our annual sports          
photographs for sports teams and individual sporting honours will take place on Tuesday 9th     
November. Photographs will be available to purchase from www.michaelmartin.co.uk.  


