
Headteacher’s Review of the Year 

We have had a very busy half-term, ensuring teaching and learning is focused and pacey, alongside trying to 
bring the energy back to school life, with extra-curricular and inter-house opportunities.  Traditionally, I use the 
final Summer newsletter to reflect on the year, but, right now, I want to look forward to having an                    
uninterrupted year in 2021-22, with our School Improvement Priorities carrying us forward, rather than having 
to be put on hold, or adapted, as we face another period of national lockdown.  Our children have coped      
remarkably well during the last 18 months, and I thank you for your support during the weeks of remote    
learning, and the on-going demands of Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing. 
 
Our Year 11 students were able to celebrate the end of their five-year journey at Ludlow School, with our     
traditional Leavers’ Day, albeit kept to their year-group bubble.  They 
enjoyed a fun sports day in the morning, with relay races of traditional 
favourites, such as the sack race, egg and spoon race, and space hopper 
sprints!  We were able to say official farewells in assemblies, before 
serving a buffet lunch.  It was lovely to see the imaginative costumes 
and the strong friendships between students.  They have certainly had 
challenges to face this year, and I am immensely proud of the way they 
have applied themselves to the final weeks of GCSE assessments. 
 
The end of the year is always tinged with sadness, as we say our farewells to colleagues.  Mrs Knight is moving 
abroad with her family.  Mr Bufton is moving on from his role as a teaching assistant, to train to be a teacher, 
and Mrs Nicholas will be retiring, after working as a teaching assistant across three decades.  Miss Rosevere, 
Science Teacher,  will also be leaving us.  Mrs Carter, our Examinations Officer, moved on at the start of July, 
and Mrs Sampson has now taken on this key role.  One of our administrative staff, Mrs Edwards, is also retiring 
after twenty years with us.  For many of you, Chris will have been the voice at the end of the phone; her work 
has been essential for the wellbeing of our children and the smooth running of the school.  We thank all these 
colleagues for the professionalism and care that they have brought to their work at Ludlow School, and we 
send our very best wishes. 
 
In September, Miss Lewis will be joining us in the English department.  Our students already know her well 
from her time with us as a trainee student.  Mrs Dolphin and Mrs Costford will be joining the administrative 
team. 
 
I do hope you are able to find some time to get away this summer, even if it is just for a day trip.  The Autumn 
term starts for Year 7 and Year 11 students only, on Friday 3rd September.  We will welcome back all years on 
Monday 6th September.  There is a rumour that we may be required to carry out LFD testing at the start of 
term, so I will keep you posted.  Happy holidays to you all.   

Best wishes, Paula Hearle 
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Year 10 Ludlow Castle Visit 
Students studying History, in Year 10, were given the opportunity to investigate the location where Ludlow's 

very origins began. Their investigation of the castle, which is at the root of 
the town's development, saw around 40 students visit Ludlow Castle, in 
an examination of how the structure has changed over almost a 1000 years. 
Students analysed the building itself, and used their findings to scrutinise 
research, which shows how the castle developed from a Norman fortress 
against the Welsh, to a local stronghold and site of lavish wealth, and then 
finally into the hustle and bustle of the courts of the Council of the Marches 
and retreat of the Tudor royal family. As always,  our students were         
exemplary in their conduct, drawing praise from those working at the    

popular local tourist attraction. Their findings will form a key part of the revision for their final GCSE exam.   
 

Careers, Information, Education and Guidance 
Despite the extension to Covid restrictions, Year 10 students have been able to attend a Taster Day at      
Ludlow College, on 7th July . This is an annual trip, with the focus on giving students an insight into post-16 
pathways. Lessons that students chose to take part in ranged from Geology and Environmental Sciences to 
Employability skills; a very worthwhile experience for all. 
 

Now that Year 11 students have left, Year 10, alongside some Year 9 students, have had appointments with 
our Careers    Adviser, Mr Dickerson. If your child is in Year 9 or Year 10, and you feel that it would be of  
benefit for them to have a session with Mr Dickerson, at this point, please contact Mrs Griffiths-Jones in 
school. With Year 9 moving into Year 10, students will begin their GCSE courses in September, and as Year 10 
become final-year students, college applications will open in December. It is never too early to start! 
 

A number of Year 11 Leavers are taking part in an enrichment experience over the Summer break, led by the 
National Citizen Service (NCS). They will participate in activities in our local community, learn new skills (such 
as First Aid), and improve employability skills, while making new friends.  I am sure that our students will 
make the very most of the other exciting activities. 
 

A Careers Newsletter is currently sent to all students in Year 10, on a weekly basis. This newsletter gives    
students up-to-date information regarding college courses, events and job opportunities. The issue on 18th 
June gave information about a free and very popular online resource, regarding career choices. If your child,              
regardless of year group, knows what they want to do when they leave school, or have some or very little 
idea, this website, will offer you all the support and guidance in one place. Parents/carers, can access the 
website themselves: 
https://www.startprofile.com 

A number of Year 10 students have taken part in a face-to-face session run by the University of    
Worcester, focusing on, "Why apply to University?".  The event encouraged students to consider the    
reasons as to why they should apply and how to overcome potential barriers, in order to achieve their 
professional aspirations. The session was so well received that we welcomed staff from the University 
again for a follow-up event.  
 

We look forward to working with the University in the next academic year, providing events for all year 
groups. 

Accommodation required for Spanish Language Assistant 
 

Our Spanish Language Assistant, Estefania, will be joining us from October 2021 
to the end of May 2022, to work alongside our students, particularly helping with 
their fluency and confidence.  If anyone would like a paid lodger for a few 
months, please let Mrs Harrison know: f.harrison@ludlowschool.com 

https://www.startprofile.com/


Visit from the Imam 
The Year 10 GCSE RE group enjoyed a visit from the Imam of Craven Arms’ Islamic Centre, at the   

beginning of the Summer Term. Mr Peerbhai gave an excellent introduction to the foundations 

of the Muslim faith, and took a whole host of interesting questions at the end of the session. 

The students enjoyed the visit, and look forward to a visit to the Mosque in Year 11.  

Catch-up Intervention Programme and Homework App 
As you will be aware, the government has provided schools in England with some additional    
funding to support students who have struggled to make progress during the periods of remote 
learning.   We are able to provide additional English and Maths intervention, and will be ensur-
ing that this continues in September.  If your child is assigned intervention, I would ask that you       
support us with this programme, as it is in their very best interests. 
 

We will also be introducing an electronic Homework app, initially for KS4 students and parents/

carers, so that you are better able to monitor and support your child with home learning.  More 

information about setting this up will follow in September. 

Uniform for September 
I always look forward to the start of the Autumn term, and seeing our students arrive looking smart 
and ready to get back to the routine of school life.  The overwhelming majority of our students always 

wear exactly what is expected. Visitors to the school          
regularly comment how smart and welcoming our students 
are. I am immensely proud of them. Thank you for your   
support with our uniform code.  There are just a couple of 
points that can cause an issue, and I want to make sure we 
start the new academic year without any difficulties over  
incorrect uniform. 
  

Trousers must not be skinny-fit. As a guide, you should be 
able to slip a tennis ball up the ankle of the trouser, with 
ease. If it is a struggle, or impossible, they cannot be worn to 
school as uniform. Skirts must be of the correct fit, so that 
they do not ride up and become too short. Shoes need to be 
black shoes. Black pumps are not acceptable.  If the label is 
Nike (specifically, the Nike Air Force brand), or Adidas, as an 
example, they are a sports-branded trainer, not a shoe,      
regardless of them being black. These are not acceptable as 
school shoes either. Please ensure socks are black, also. It 
concerns me that some students wear white socks so that 
they do not need to change them for PE. It is important, for 
personal hygiene, that they do change out of their sweaty 

sports socks. Acrylic nails will continue to be forbidden. I appreciate that they cost a lot to have put 
on, but we will not allow them to be worn at school.  
  

Clubsport, our uniform retailer, is now operating an online service, as well as through their shop in 
town.  Please follow the link on our website, at the bottom of the homepage, should you wish to   
purchase uniform online.  If you prefer to visit their shop in town, we would advise that you visit early 
in the summer holidays, to avoid disappointment. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.  Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we 
have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the aim of uniform.   
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Pupil Support Centre Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      

              Harvesting carrots for “Carrot and Coriander” Soup          Callum, chopping the coriander for “Carrot and Coriander” Soup 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                

 

Socially distanced Homework Club  -  for all year groups 

Reporting your child’s absence 
Please make sure you either make a phone call into school, or send an email to admin@ludlowschool.com, if 
your child is too unwell to attend school.  This contact needs to be made each day of your child’s absence, not 
just the first day.  We also need written confirmation of the absence when your child returns to school, either 
as a separate letter, or a note in the Student Planner.  We ask that all routine dental and medical                    
appointments are not made in school time.  However, if this is unavoidable, please send in a note with your 
child.  It is very difficult for our Reception staff to manage last minute phone calls.   
 

Finally, a request for any changes of details, particularly mobile phone numbers and emails, to be                

communicated to us.  It is really important that we are able to make contact with you swiftly. 

Terms Dates 2021-22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date Term 

1st and 2nd Sept PD Days 

3rd Sept Yr7  and 11 Only return 

6th Sept All Year Groups return (Wk2 timetable) 

22nd Oct PD Day 

25th - 29th  Oct Half Term 

1st Nov Return to School 

20th Dec  -  3rd Jan Christmas Holiday 

4th Jan PD Day 

5th Jan Return to School 

Date Term 

21st  - 25th  Feb Half Term 

28th Feb Return to School 

11th - 22nd  April Easter Holiday 

25th April Return to School 

2nd May May Bank Holiday 

30th  May -  3rd June Half Term 

6th June Return to School 

Thursday 21st July End of Term 


