
Welcome to our Christmas newsletter, for 2020.  Everyone in school has now become very used to the adapted        
organisation of the school day, with year-group bubbles, face coverings, and video assemblies, to name just three 
things we have to do differently.  We are arriving at the end of a long term, feeling like it has almost been business 
as usual, with a determined focus on teaching and learning.  Year 7 and 8 have needed to spend two weeks at 
home, with remote-learning, and there have been some individual cases of students needing to self-isolate, but 
aside from this, attendance has been remarkably good.  Thank you for your support, whilst we find a way through 
the pandemic. 
 

We bid a very sad farewell to Miss Morris this week.  Rhiannon got married during the October half-term break, 
and will be moving to her new home in Oxfordshire in January.  She will be much missed by her colleagues, her  
tutees in St Giles, and the many children who are taught English by her.  We send her our love and very best wishes 
in her new home and school. 
 

Advent is upon us, and, once again, our students have got behind our 
#reverseadvent campaign, and, with your support, are trying to use the 
lead-up to Christmas as an opportunity to give to others, rather than think 
just about what gifts they might be receiving in a few days’ time.  Our    
collection of food items for Ludlow’s Food Bank grows bigger by the day.  
Our students are always enthusiastic about fundraising, but it feels          
especially important that we work together to help people living in our 
own community, during these particularly challenging times.  We will also 
celebrate the last day of term, Thursday 17th December, with Save the        
Children’s Christmas Jumper Day.  Students can wear a Christmassy jumper, along with their normal school         
uniform, for £1. 
 

The school re-opens for students on Tuesday 5th January 2021, when we expect our students to arrive refreshed, in 
the correct uniform, and ready to learn.  Please make sure your child has their face covering with them; these must 
continue to be worn around the school building.  
 

Have a peaceful and restful Christmas, and let’s look forward to a Happier New Year.  

Mrs Hearle, Headteacher 
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Change to the end of term: 
Following the Department for Education’s communication, on 8th December, regarding an earlier end to the term, 
the last day of school for children will now be Thursday 17th December. I appreciate that this is short notice, as 
the Government itself admits, and this may present you with difficulties.  All 15 schools in our Trust will be       
complying with the DfE advice.  
 

Should your child develop Covid-related symptoms within the first 48 hours from Thursday evening, please email 
me directly, at p.hearle@ludlowschool.com, and book a test as soon as possible.  I will need to know the outcome 
of the test, as I am responsible for providing information for Track and Trace for 6 days from the Thursday, the 
window ending on 23rd December. 



Year 11 GCSE Exams 
I am very relieved that our Year 11 students have been able to complete their mock exams, as these could form a 
basis for centre-assessed grades next summer, should they be required.   Our message has been to 
#controlthecontrollables, and students have shown themselves committed in their approach to their learning and 
mock exams.  For some students, the mocks will give them a strong platform for the final exams; other students 
will need to reflect and re-commit further to their GCSE study in the next six months.  Your support in  encouraging 
your child in their studies is much appreciated.   
 

You may have read of the government’s decision to further support students who are facing GCSE exams this   

summer.  Exam boards had already made some changes to the content of the course, but in addition to this, they 

have said that there will be more generous grading than usual, in line with national outcomes from 2020, so      

students this year are not disadvantaged. Students will receive advanced notice of some topic areas covered in the 

exams, so that revision can be more focused, and they will provide exam aids, such as formula sheets, to give 

some students more confidence and reduce the amount of information they need to memorise.  There will also be 

additional exams to give students a second chance to sit a paper, if the main exams or assessments are missed due 

to illness or self-isolation. 

Remembrance 2020 
Even though we were not able to hold our traditional school gathering for Remembrance, the school community 

shared in our Remembrance service, via a video-recorded assembly.  We were also able to   

replant our Peace Tree at the front of school, having removed it whilst B block was being     

rebuilt.  The oak tree was taken from the Polygon Wood, site of the Third Battle of Ypres, also 

known as the Battle of Passchendaele. This battle ended on 10th November 1917, and we first 

planted the tree to mark the centenary of the end of this battle, in 2017.   The tree was kindly 

donated by local historian, Clive Richardson, and through the tree we hope to ensure that    

future generations remember the sacrifice of others through all wars.  The school held a 

minute’s silence at 11am on 11th November to remember the fallen.  

Kooth 
 

Kooth is an online support for emotional and mental wellbeing for young people. 
It is available 365 days a year and remains accessible over the Christmas period, with reduced hours on the        
following days: 
 
  Date Time 

24th December 4.00pm - 8.00pm 

25th December  4.00pm - 8.00pm 

26th December  4.00pm - 8.00pm 

31st December 12.00pm - 8.00pm 

1st January 4.00pm - 8.00pm 

Lost Property 
At the last count, we have twenty coats in Lost Property, for just this term, along with school jumpers and PE kits.  

Please encourage your child to reclaim lost items, as we have limited storage space, and will donate unclaimed 

items to local charity shops.  It would really help if you could name items of clothing, as we are then able to return 

them directly. 



Emergency School Closure for Winter Weather 
Should extremely bad weather cause us to close the school to students this winter, there are a range of systems we 
use to convey the information.  We will use our messaging system (InTouch) to inform you directly, as well as 
putting a post on the Ludlow School Facebook page, and the school’s website.  We also contact Shropshire Council, 
as it places all school closures on its website.  Local radio stations use the website as their point of information.  
Therefore, we have been advised that you can listen to local radio stations for updates, or look at the Council’s 
website at www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-closures. 

Christmas Holiday and Christmas Gifts 
The Christmas holiday begins at 3.25pm on Thursday 17th December.   Please note that the school does not close   
early for Christmas.  The new term for students begins on Tuesday 5th January.  I would urge you not to purchase 
visible piercings or oral piercings for your child during this period, as they are unlikely to have healed in time for the 
new term, and will need to be removed in line with our uniform policy.  I would also urge you to discourage your 
children from bringing into school expensive gifts, such as iPhones, smart phones or iPods.  The school  accepts no 
liability for items, unless they have been taken into the possession of a  member of staff (and only then up to a   
limit of £50).   I would also suggest that, as we enter the very cold weather period, coats bought over Christmas 
should not be of exceptional value, if they are to be worn at school —  we have a huge basket of unclaimed items 
in lost property. 

Key Dates and Term Dates 

 

PE Team Photos 
 

On Tuesday 10th November, our annual sports photographs took place.  This is always an exciting day for the 
school as we celebrate with our students their sporting successes of the year.  If your son/daughter has                
represented the school in a team or had County, Regional or National representation, you can visit their              
photographs online at www.michaelmartin.co.uk  

To access the sport photographs, please use 'Sports2020' as the password. All orders can be placed through the 
website and will be sent directly to you.  

Date Event 

28th Jan Y8 Parents’ Evening TBC 

24th Feb Y11 Parents’ Evening TBC 

23rd Mar Y9 Parents’ Evening TBC 

27th Apr Y10 Parents’ Evening TBC 

Date Term 

18th Dec - 1st Jan Christmas Holiday 

4th Jan PD Day 

5th Jan Return to School 

15th - 19th Feb Half-Term 

22nd Feb Return to School 

2nd - 16th April Easter Holiday 

Date Term 

19th April Return to School 

3rd May May Bank Holiday 

31st May - 4th June Half-Term 

7th June Return to School 

20th July End of Term 

Communicating with us: 
We often use Facebook and our InTouch messaging system to send out information very swiftly, to large groups of 
parents and carers.  Both of these platforms continue to be for out-going messages only, from the school; please 
do not reply, as it is unlikely we will receive your message and respond to your query.  For all contact with the 
school, please email us directly: admin@ludlowschool.com, and your message will be forwarded to the relevant 
member of staff. 
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