
Welcome to our Christmas Newsletter 2019.  There has been lots happening in school this term, not least the demolition 
of B block, and the laying of the foundations for the new building.  When     
students return on 7th January, the construction of the new building will be 
well underway, with a completion date set for Easter.  It will be time to update 
the photo on our Facebook page soon, but, for now, it is a lovely reminder of 
our history, as I know that, for many of our parents, their teenage years were 
spent in lessons in the old building.   
 

It has definitely been business-as-usual alongside the building works, with students going about their life in school,    
paying little attention to trucks digging holes.  I am very pleased with the way Year 10 and Year 11 students have        
approached their mocks.  The message has been that the “mocks matter”, as there is a strong link between good        
performance in the mocks, and good final GCSE grades.  For some students, the mocks will give them a strong platform 
for the final exams; other students will need to reflect and re-commit to their GCSE study in the next six months.  Your 
support in encouraging your child in their studies is much appreciated.  In fact, parental support this term has been    
extremely positive.  The hall was packed with parents for our Year 9 GCSE Options Information Evening, in November, 
and our Year 7 Settling-In Parents’ Evening was attended by a record 96% of parents.  We cannot thank you enough for 
your support in helping us provide the best experience in school for your children. 
 

Following the retirement of Ms Hughes at half term, we have been delighted to welcome Mrs Knight into the English 
department.  We have also been joined by two new teaching assistants, Miss Lewis and Miss Morgan, and Mr Tozer, 
who teaches in the PE department.  We will be saying farewell to Mrs Hough, one of our cover supervisors, and Mr 
Reece, from the PE department.  We wish them both well in their new roles, and thank them for their support during 
their time with us at Ludlow School.  
 

The last few days have suddenly got colder, and perhaps we will have snow in the New Year. Should extremely bad 
weather cause us to close the school to students this winter, there are a range of systems we use to convey the           
information.  We would endeavour to use our messaging system to inform you directly, as well as putting a post on the 
Ludlow School Facebook page, and the school’s website.  We also contact Shropshire Council and it places all school   
closures on its website.  Local radio stations use the website as its point of information.  Therefore, we have been        
advised that you can listen to local radio stations for updates, or look at the Council’s website at 
www.shropshire.gov.uk/school-closures 

 

Advent is upon us, and, once again, our students have got behind our #reverseadvent campaign, and, with your support, 
are trying to use the lead-up to Christmas as an opportunity to give to others, rather than think just about what gifts 
they might be receiving in a few days’ time.  Our collection of food items for Ludlow’s Food Bank grows bigger by the 
day.  Our students are always enthusiastic about fundraising, but it feels especially important that we work together to 
help people living in our own community.  We will also celebrate the last day of term, Friday 20th December, with Save 
the Children’s Christmas Jumper Day.  Students can wear a “Christmassy” jumper, along with their normal school uni-
form, for £1. 
 

The school re-opens for students on Tuesday 7th January 2020, when we expect our students to arrive refreshed, in the 
correct uniform, and ready to learn.  You play a key role in this, and I thank you for helping us get in touching distance 
our ambitious attendance target of 96%.  Have a peaceful and restful Christmas, and a Happy New Year.  

 

Mrs Hearle, Headteacher 
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Send a Cow 
This year St Peter’s House is supporting the charity “Send a Cow”. This charity enables families in  
several African countries to become more independent and self-sufficient. They provide             
sustainable means for the families to grow their own food and have surplus to sell. This brings 
about enormous benefits, such as improved health and being able to send children to school. The 
charity started by providing dairy cows, but now they provide much more: goats, sheep, pigs, chickens, bees and 
orchard trees, to name but a few. We had a non-uniform day to raise funds, and Mrs Wild's tutor group held a 
"Pumpkin Fest".  We are 80% of the way to funding a dairy cow already. We aim to have raised enough to buy a 
cow by the end of the school year. 

Remembrance 2019 
The students and staff fell into respectful silence at 11am on Monday 11th        
November, as they, like the rest of the country, gave their thoughts to all those 
who have been lost, or are in need of help, as a result of war. This followed our 
Remembrance assembly the previous Friday, where students came  together to 
remember the fallen. At the weekend, our Head boy and Head girl, Kyle Griffiths 
and Ella Evans, firstly laid a wreath at the town’s War Memorial, and then read 
prayers to the gathered congregation, at St Laurence’s church. 

Ludlow Castle 2019 

A key part of the GCSE History course is for students to visit and investigate a historical site. For Ludlow, the castle 
marks the origin of the town which now sprawls around it, so it is a natural 
choice from a historical point of view. This November saw around 60 students 
visit Ludlow Castle, in an examination of how the structure has changed over 
almost a 1000 years. Students analysed the building itself, and used their    
findings to scrutinise research, which shows how the castle developed from a 
Norman fortress against the Welsh, to a local stronghold and site of lavish 
wealth, and then, finally, into the hustle and bustle of the courts of the    
Council of the Marches and retreat of the Tudor royal family. As always,      
students were exemplary in their conduct as they surveyed the site, drawing 
praise from those working at the popular local tourist attraction. Their       
study will form a key part of the revision for their final GCSE exam. 

Preview of Birmingham Fieldwork 2019 
Following the end of the Year 11 Mock Exams, Year 11 Geography students will visit Birmingham City Centre. The 
aim of the fieldwork visit is to allow students to investigate Birmingham’s Big City Plan, and to analyse how         

successful it has been in making the city centre of Birmingham more attractive 
for businesses and residents to relocate there. Other visits have previously 
been made to Borth and Whitcliffe, thereby ensuring that students have       
experienced fieldwork in a variety of different settings.  

Students will be able to see how Birmingham has developed and improved its 
transport links, safety measures, environment and, perhaps most importantly, 
its retail and food outlets; this is in a bid to become a sustainable city, able to 
cope with, and develop alongside, the demands of the 21st Century, so that it 

can  truly be considered a “Global City”.   

PE Team Photos 
Our annual sports' team and individual photographs are now ready!  If you would like to see the photographs, 
they can viewed at www.michaelmartin.co.uk. Please use the password below to access the photos. Orders 
are only taken via the website.  Password: Sports2019 

Please see ‘Pitchside’ for sports news and updates. 

http://www.michaelmartin.co.uk/


Pumpkin Fest 
All Hallows' Eve falls on 31st October each year, and is the day before All Hallows' 
Day, also known as All Saints' Day in the Christian calendar. The name derives 
from the Old English 'hallowed' meaning holy or sanctified, and is now usually  
contracted to the more familiar word Hallowe'en. 
 

St Peter’s EW tutor group organised a “Pumpkin Fest” as a fund raiser for the 
House charity, “Send a Cow”. Activities included the best carved pumpkin, a cake 
sale and various games. The event and a non-uniform day raised £521.58; a fantastic achievement for a one day. 

Careers Education 
We have ended the term with our annual Careers Convention, with students from Years 8 to 11 given the opportunity to 
talk to a range of further education providers and employers about their career aspirations.  We are lucky to have the 
support of so many local colleges, the armed forces, the NHS, the Police, the Fire Service, and local companies and        
businesses.   
 

Year 8 students also enjoyed an hour with a Lieutenant Colonel, talking about his life growing up in Tyneside, and a       
career in the army.  Year 11 students have been visited by the Shrewsbury Colleges group, talking about studying A’    
levels and BTEC courses, as well as apprenticeship opportunities.  Students in Years 9 to 11 continue to meet with our 
careers adviser, Colin Dickerson, for one to one advice, and many students have attended college Open Evenings during 
the term, along with a group spending the day at Oxford University.  Applications for further education places should, 
ideally, be completed by February half-term. Full details of post-16 pathways can be found on the website.   

Christmas Holiday and Christmas Gifts 
The Christmas holiday begins at 3.25pm on Friday 20th December.   Please note that, the school does not close   
early for Christmas.  The new term for students begins on Tuesday 7th January.  I would urge you not to purchase 
visible piercings or oral piercings for your child during this period, as they are unlikely to have healed in time for the 
new term.  I would also urge you to discourage your children from bringing into school expensive gifts, such as 
iPhones, smart phones or iPods.  The school  accepts no liability for items, unless they have been taken into the   
possession of a  member of staff (and only then up to a limit of £50).   I would also suggest that, as we enter the 
very cold weather   period, coats bought over Christmas should not be of exceptional value, if they are to be worn 
at school —  we have a huge basket of unclaimed items in lost property. 

#Reverse Advent 
For the third year running, students and staff have participated in a reverse advent – an idea focused around giving 
hope, kindness and care for the community during advent, as well as taking chocolate from our advent calendars! 
Each tutor group puts together a box of groceries for Ludlow’s Food Bank.  As usual, we are very proud of how 
many students have donated – their enthusiasm for helping others is a true testimony to the school’s commitment 
of ‘Excellence Together’ – both in and outside of the school grounds. Well done, everyone! Your donations will 
change the lives of people in need this Christmas.  

Year 11 visit to University College, Oxford 
Thirteen lucky Year 11s visited University College, Oxford, to find out more about 
what it means to study at a world class university. The day offered students – all 
with the academic potential to be selected by a top university – the chance to 
tour the college, find out about the university application process, and gain a 
better understanding of student finance. Finally, 'mini-lectures' by                     
current Medicine, Psychology, English Literature, and Economics                         
undergraduates, gave our students the chance to stretch their brains and 
demonstrate their  problem-solving skills. The day certainly gave everyone plenty to think about, as Year 11s 
begin to not only prepare for final GCSE exams, but also start to consider potential A’ level choices.   

http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/allsaints_1.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/allsaints_1.shtml


Key Dates and Term Dates 

Please note that the early May Bank Holiday will be on Friday 8th May 2020, to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

Date Event 

15th Jan Yr10 Parents’ Evening  
(English only) 

30th Jan Yr8 Parents’ Evening 

26th Feb Yr11 Parents’ Evening 

24th Mar Yr9 Parents’ Evening 

28th Apr Yr10 Parents’ Evening 

Taking care of health and wellbeing 
For our young people to enjoy success in their lives, we must support good mental health and emotional wellbeing 
in school, and enable them to develop the resilience and confidence to manage different situations. 
 

Our students need to feel happy and safe in school, and this starts with having a very clear expectation of how    
students should behave in and out of school, how they relate to their peers, and the consistent way that we deal 
with peer issues and bullying.  This half term has seen a specific focus on Anti-Bullying, with a series of assemblies 
and activities around National Anti-Bullying Week’s theme of “Change starts with us”.  In weekly Student Voice   
sessions, students tell us that they have either never experienced or witnessed bullying, or that they are confident 
about our systems in place to support them and stop bullying.  Year 7 Parent View confirmed what our students 
say, with 66% agreeing that the school deals effectively with bullying, and 32% saying that they did not know as 
they had no experience of it; this is good news all round. 
 

Please check the website for important information and links about how you and your child can access professional 
support for good mental health and wellbeing.  We have recently posted advice from National Online Safety, about 
how to manage your child’s use of online games, such as Fortnite Chapter 2.   
 

Students can access support for both their mental and physical health, with our school counsellors, and through 
the Health Clinic, run by the School Nurse, every Tuesday lunchtime.  For parents and families, please contact 0333 
258 3654 (Single Point of Access)  Any serious concerns you have around safeguarding and child protection should     
directed to our Designated Safeguarding Leads in school, Lyn Hughes and Bryn Faulkner, or called through to   
Shropshire’s First Point of Contact out of school hours at 0345 6789021, or call the Police at 101, or, if you think 
your child is in immediate danger, call 999. 

Date Term 

6th  - 17th April Easter Holiday 

20th April Return to School 

8th May FRIDAY May Bank Holiday 

25th  - 29th May Half-Term 

1st June Return to School 

17th July End of Term 

Year 8 Healthy Life Styles Focus Days 
Year 8s experienced a day of activities to develop essential life skills.  The four areas covered this year included: 
recognising and reducing risk, led by Mr Farrar; First Aid led by Mr Smith; smoking and alcohol awareness from Mr 
Davies; and developing positive relationships and anti-bullying from Miss George. Students were placed into small 
groups for the workshops, and so were able to engage with the speakers and learn vital life skills to help               
themselves and others around them. Our students continue to impress external speakers with their knowledge and 
attention to detail.   

Date Term 

23rd  Dec - 3rd Jan  Christmas Holiday 

6th Jan PD Day 

7th Jan Return to School 

14th Feb PD Day 

17th - 21st Feb Half-Term 

24th Feb Return to School 


