
Welcome to our first newsletter of the academic year 2019-20, and a chance to let you know about some of the                  
developments and activities in school over the last 8 weeks, and to provide you with an update of what lies ahead after 
the half-term break. 
 

I hope that you will have now been able to access our new school website; thank you to parents who were part of the 
design team, and apologies for the early gremlins we had with the school calendar.  You can find out school term dates 
on our website.  Please do not use Shropshire Council’s calendar, as the term dates and Professional Development Days 
they post are for maintained schools only, and not academies.  This has led to some confusion in the past.  
 

We are delighted with how our students have settled to the new term.  Year 7s are coming to the end of their transition 
programme, enjoying a trip to Oakerwood, Healthy Lifestyles days and a theatre performance about online safety.    
Our Year 10 and 11 students have got off to an excellent start this term, determined to work hard on their GCSE courses 
over the coming months.  Thank you to all the parents who joined us for our two GCSE Information Evenings, as your      
support is invaluable.   
 

Many GCSE students have had a number of course-related trips this half term.  Year 10 Geography   
students travelled to Borth, and the D&T students visited an engineering company. Year 11 Art         
students spent a day visiting galleries in Liverpool, and RE students have been to both the local mosque 
in Craven Arms to meet the Imam, and Hereford Cathedral to listen to a keynote speech by the      
Archbishop of Canterbury. 
 

Year 10 and Year 11 students are considering the next step in their education after Ludlow School, with 
a variety of careers and college sessions.  The details of Open Evening events at colleges in the local 
area are on the website, for your information.  Year 9 students will start to consider their GCSE option            
preferences for next year, in November.  Please join us for the GCSE Options Information Evening on Thursday 28th       
November at 6pm.  It really is the best way to find out about the different GCSE courses we offer. 
 

Our Open Evening to prospective parents, in September, was well attended again this year.  We had lots of positive      
feedback from our visitors, both about our prefect guides, and the students leading activities with their teachers   
throughout the school.  I was incredibly proud of everything I saw that evening, especially the senior prefects, Cory and 
Maisie, and Year 7 students, George, Jasmine, Noah and Tegan, who were so articulate and confident in their talks to a 
hall full of visitors.   
 

Around school, students are have certainly earned our strap-line of “Excellence Together”, committed to learning and 
working positively together.  They have been unperturbed by any building works going on around us.  Our new suite of 
MFL classrooms, and Art, D&T and Textiles areas, have really added value to our teaching accommodation, with bright, 
airy rooms, equipped with the latest technology. 
 

Work has resumed on the demolition of B block.  The old building will be “dropped” over half term, ready for new     
foundations to be laid.  We are very excited about the new provision, and I will keep you updated ahead of the grand 
opening at Easter 2020.    
 

We have welcomed new staff to the school this term – Mr Ensor, teaching Maths, and Ms Mc Manus in the English      
department.  We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Johnson, from the SEND department, and Ms Hughes from the English   
department at half-term. Both teachers have been with us for many years, and are much loved and respected for their 
work and care by students, staff and parents. It is now time for them to spend more time with their families; they tell me 
they are retiring, but with young grandchildren in their lives, it doesn’t sound like they will be having much of a rest.  We 
send our thanks and love to them both. Mrs Knight will be joining the English department, after the half-term break. 
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Healthy Lifestyle Days - Year 7 
This half-term saw Year 7 given their first opportunity to take part in the Healthy Lifestyles experience. These days, 
which occur when the other half of the year are at the team-building experience at Oakerwood, are a vital part of 
the school's focus on ensuring our students are prepared for life beyond the school gate. For Year 7, this meant 
sessions on road safety, an equality and diversity workshop run by West Mercia Police, and an E-safety briefing, 
which was followed up by a meeting for interested parents, after school, the following week. Students also           
investigated their own health and fitness, and were given advice on how to maintain a healthy lifestyle, and they 
attended a session on growing up and puberty.  

Year 10 Trip to MCMT 
Year 10 Design and Technology students visited the Marches Centre of Manufacturing and Technology [MCMT], 

which operates two state-of-the-art manufacturing training facilities in Bridgnorth and Shrewsbury, providing 

learners and employers with access to world class apprenticeships and upskilling 

courses. This visit was to develop the students’ understanding of where GCSE     

Design and Technology could take them in their future careers.  
 

Our morning visit included a STEM challenge, to build a device out of K’Nex to 

move as many chocolates a distance of 30 centimetres in 10 seconds, without 

touching the chocolates. The students then visited the Classic Cars show room and 

workshop, seeing all the different areas involved in restoring these vehicles, some 

of which arrive with only one original part worth saving.  
 

The next part of the visit was a tour of the apprenticeship training facilities.        

Well-known firms, like Caterpillar and Jaguar Land Rover, are keen to train the next 

generation of engineers. We finished off the tour with a demonstration of the     

Formula 1 challenge. This is a national and international competition where teams 

of students are commissioned to design, construct and race the fastest Formula 1 

Car of the Future, powered by compressed air cylinders. If anyone is interested in setting up a team of 5/6 people 

to enter, please let Mrs Wild know. 

Year 9 GCSE Media Studies 
For the second year running, the English Department have begun their extra- curricular GCSE Media Course, with a 
group of more able Year 9 students. The students are aiming to follow in the footsteps of last year's cohort,      
completing this enrichment course in less than a year, when Year 11s, nationally, have 2 or 3 years of study.     
Looking at media, including an analysis of advertisements, radio, gaming and film, means that this course is proving 
to be a hit! As with last year, this course will take place at the end of the school day, two evenings a week, and 
could see students sitting a GCSE exam after just 9 months of committed study.  

Before I sign off, I need to raise a couple of key points about managing traffic before and after school: 
 

 With the building works underway after half-term, there will be access-only to school buses at the front of 

school.  There will be no facility for parents to drop off or pick up in the school’s drive.  Please use the       

Leisure Centre carpark, rather than pulling into local residents’ driveways. 

 Majestic Wines have again asked me to remind parents that their carpark is strictly for customers only, and 

parents/carers waiting to pick up their children will be liable to prosecution.  
 

Please read on to learn of some of the exciting events we have enjoyed over the last 8 weeks.  I hope you are able 

to find some time to relax with your children over the half term break. 

Mrs Hearle, Headteacher 



Year 10 Geography Field Trip to Borth 
Part of our GCSE Geography course requires us to complete fieldwork in two contrasting         

locations.  The first of these fieldtrips took place earlier this term, when we went to Borth in 

Mid-Wales.  
 

We left school at 8 o’clock and travelled through Wales, along some very twisty roads, to reach 

the Ynyslas Nature Reserve, by mid-morning.  Whilst we were at Ynyslas, we studied the Sand 

Dunes and Spit, to see how they had formed and changed over time, from being land-covered 

in glaciers, to the sand dunes and beach that are there today.  We looked at how Longshore 

Drift has created the Spit, landform and how this is used today by people for tourism and    

farming, as well as how the area is managed to protect it from being damaged by people. 

News from the PE Department 
It has been an extremely busy start to the academic year, with over 50 fixtures completed.  More than 200         
students have represented the school in fixtures, and are attending weekly training in football, netball, rugby,   
hockey and athletics. It is delightful to see such talented sportsmen and women showing enthusiasm, commitment 
and dedication, each week.  Well done!  
 

A few highlights so far include: 

 Year 7a&b Netball - second in the District tournament 

 Year 8 Rugby - second in the South Shropshire Schools Partnership Games 

 Year 8 girls - second in the District Hockey tournament 

 Year 9 Netball - third in the County Cup Plate 
 

All students in Years 7-9 competed in our annual inter-house cross country competition, at the start of the term.  
The overall results are: 1st – St John, 2nd St Peter, 3rd St Lawrence, 4th St Giles.  
 

A huge congratulations to George Crump, Year 7, who has been selected for Shrewsbury Football Academy, and 
James Pugsley, in Year 11, who has received his first cap for Wales, playing Rugby League.  
 

Students are always encouraged and welcome to join our sports teams; please see the extra-curricular notice 
board, or a member of the PE department to get involved. I would also like to remind all Year 9 students that they 
still have an opportunity to enrol on the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh.  Please see Mrs Lewis for more information. 

Shropshire Cyberists 
Shropshire Cyberists are off to a flying start in the CyberDiscovery challenge, run by GCHQ , to recruit budding     
cyberspies.  A group of students are enjoying the competition and 
will be spending all their spare time in Hut 7, solving puzzles and logic 
problems, using their existing skills and developing powerful new 
ones to crack difficult codes set by the government’s super-secret spy 
agency. As our collaborative skills develop, we will be entering the 
CyberCenturion competition, a national competition in cracking 
codes and preventing security breaches by hackers. 
We will keep you posted as to how we get on in our various challenges. 

Absence Letters 
Can you please ensure you telephone the school (01584 872691) to let us know when your child is absent.  We do 
also need a letter or note in the planner on your child’s return to school.  Many thanks. 



Uniform 
The overwhelming majority of our students look smart and wear exactly what is expected.  Visitors to the school 
regularly comment how smart and welcoming our students are.  I am immensely proud of them.  
 
 

There are just a couple of points that can cause an issue, and I want to make sure that the half-term can start   

without any difficulties over incorrect uniform.  Trousers must not be skinny-fit for either boys or girls.  Skirts must 

be of the correct fit, so that they do not ride up and become too short.  Shoes need to be black shoes.  If the label 

is Nike, or Adidas, as an example, they are a sports-branded trainer, not a shoe, regardless of them being black.  

These are not acceptable as school shoes. Please ensure socks are black.  It concerns me that boys, in particular, 

wear white socks so that they do not need to change them for PE.  It is important, for personal hygiene, that they 

do change out of their sweaty sports socks.  Acrylic nails will continue to be forbidden.  I appreciate that they cost 

a lot to have put on, but we will not allow them to be worn at school.   Finally, please ensure that your child wears 

a coat to school during cold weather.  Hoodies or extra jumpers are not permitted.   

Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the 

aim of uniform.  Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.   

Terms Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that the early May Bank Holiday will be on Friday 8th May 
2020, to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

Date Term 

28th Oct  - 1st Nov Half-Term 

4th Nov Return to School 

23rd  Dec - 3rd Jan  Christmas Holiday 

6th Jan PD Day 

7th Jan Return to School 

14th Feb PD Day 

17th - 21st Feb Half-Term 

24th Feb Return to School 

Date Term 

6th  - 17th April Easter Holiday 

20th April Return to School 

8th May FRIDAY May Bank Holiday 

25th  - 29th May Half-Term 

1st June Return to School 

17th July End of Term 

Key Dates 
 
 
 
 
 

Date Event 

13th Nov Yr7 & 10 Settling-In 

28th Nov GCSE Options Information Evening Yr9 

15th Jan Yr10 Parents’ Evening (English only) 

30th Jan Yr8 Parents’ Evening 

26th Feb Yr11 Parents’ Evening 

24th Mar Yr9 Parents’ Evening 

28th Apr Yr10 Parents’ Evening 


