
Welcome to our Summer newsletter.  This term has been exceptionally busy with preparing and sitting exams; our 
Year 11s have taken the demands of reformed GCSEs beautifully in their stride, and the early entry for Year 10 with 
English Literature went incredibly well.  Setting up examination rooms for 250 students caused our Examination 
Officer quite a headache, especially as we needed to ensure all special access arrangements could be managed.  
However, 22 rooms, and 6 hours later, and we celebrated the fact that we’ll never need to run the Literature exam 
like this again, with two year groups taking it at the same time.  Year 10 students have been very positive about the 
experience of completing one GCSE early.  Our first year of a group of Year 9 students sitting GCSE Media Studies 
appears to have been a great success, also, with every student seeing the extra-curricular course through to its end.   
 

No sooner were external examinations complete, than we began our own school exams for Years 7 to 10.  I am very 
proud of how all our students have approached their exams this summer – very focused and intent on doing the 
best that they can.  I cannot ask for anything more from them, and I thank you for all your encouragement and    
support at home. 

Leavers’ Day and the Summer Ball provided a lovely closure for our Year 11 students. 
 

The last three weeks are always busy for everyone in school, with Work Experience,       
Induction and Taster Days, and Parents’ Evenings.  Year 10 had their own Taster Day at 
Ludlow College, and we are taking all of Year 9 to visit Birmingham and Aston universities. 
We still have Sports Day to look forward to, and the last assembly of the year, where we 
will find out if St John can hold onto their title as Champion House.   
 

We have recently welcomed back Mrs Lin and Ms Cheley from Maternity Leave, and we will be saying “farewell” to 
several staff, as well as welcoming staff to English and Maths in September.  I know that the students will make 
them welcome. 
 

There will be some significant physical changes made to the school building over the Summer holiday.  ‘B’ Block will 
be demolished, and we will need to set up a temporary Reception and access path for a few months, until our new 
building opens around February, next year.  We are all very excited about the beautiful new building, which will be 
home for the English department, computing, the Library, Reception and various office and meeting rooms.  There 
will also be some reorganisation of classrooms inside the existing site: Art is moving down to be with Technology, 
and Modern Foreign Languages are to have three classrooms where the two Art studios are currently.  We will be 
able to remove one of the temporary classrooms we installed, last summer, when B Block was closed.  The other 
demountable classrooms will stay in use until we are settled into the new building.   
 

Another significant change in September will be the earlier finish to the school day. Following a period of               
consultation, we are pleased to be able to announce that the school day will finish at 3.25pm, just ten minutes     
earlier than it does now.  The teaching time remains unchanged. 
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Arthog 
This year, the Year 7 Arthog Outdoor Education Centre trip         
followed a new format. We left school on Friday morning, arriving 
in Fairbourne, at lunchtime. The students enjoyed lunch at the 
beach-front café, followed by an afternoon on the beach. The 
weather was glorious and it was a treat to watch them all playing 
games and exploring the rock pools. 
 

Activities at Arthog OEC got underway in the evening, with           
orienteering and nightline, both great fun and demanding team 
work from the students. The next morning, the students met their 
instructors and embarked on a busy day of rock climbing, and     
either canoeing or gorge walking. In the evening, we enjoyed a 
walk along the embankment to the beach – most students took the 
opportunity to visit the ice-cream shop. On Sunday morning, each group did either gorge walking or canoeing, so 
that everyone had experienced all three activities. The children were superb — well done! 

Steventon’s Rocket 
Year 8 STEM* day was a lovely day for our enthusiastic, science-loving students (and    
teachers).  The objective was to find out how to get a payload into space, reliably.  
Yes, this actually IS rocket science.   
 

On the hottest day of the year so far, we spent time innovating,            
designing, testing and refining rockets.  With taught sessions on rocket 
mechanics, scientific method and mathematics of flight, students were well-prepared for launching, 
first of all, air-powered rockets to discover what makes a rocket stay straight, then moving on to  
Newton’s Laws and the use of water as propellant.  Using a process of problem decomposition, de-
sign, test and adaptation, the teams produced a number of viable rockets. 
 

With all modifications made, the afternoon saw the final launches.  Dr Steventon supervised the     
session, which saw 100% successful launches, mostly into stable flight.  Mission accomplished.  Our 
students had shown that, as far as STEM goes, they were made of the “Right Stuff”.   
* Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics 

Catering News 
Next term, we will be taking the catering service back in-house.  We are very excited at this opportunity and have 
worked collaboratively with WLP Consultancy Services to compile new, healthy menus, which offer a variety of 
meal choices that your child can enjoy. 
 

We will continue to provide a fresh food offer that is ‘value for money’, nutritious and appetising.  The systems for 
paying will remain unchanged.  If you have any queries regarding our food offer, or wish to update us about your 
child’s special dietary needs, please do not hesitate to contact our Catering Manager, who will be only too happy 
to discuss with you. 

Ludlow in Bloom—design a logo competition 
Georgie Moreton, in Year 9, won the Ludlow in Bloom ‘Design a logo’ competition. She won a 
£25 gift voucher and her design will be used to promote the event. Judges were impressed by 
all the entries submitted by Ludlow School students. Ellie Millington-Marsh came second and 
Hannah Finnegan came third. Organiser, Viv Parry, came into school to give the winners their 
prizes. 



Yr10 Chepstow Castle Trip 
Year 10 Historians followed up their Autumn Term field-trip to Ludlow 

Castle, with a visit to Chepstow Castle. The investigation, which is part of 

the GCSE unit "History Around Us", saw students make direct               

comparisons between Chepstow and Ludlow castles, and investigate the 

ways in which both sites have been used over time, and how far we can 

learn about past societies by exploring the buildings and remains left    

behind. The timing of the visit meant the castle was full of visitors, but the 

students acted with the decorum and respect we all expect. One visitor 

commented how impressed they were with their attitude, and for the    

second year running, the castle staff remarked on how polite all our       

students were.   

PE News 
Despite the poor weather in June, it has been another          
successful half term of sport for the PE department.  The Year 
7 rounders team came second, overall, in the South Shropshire 
Schools' Competition. The Year 7 cricket team came              
runners-up in the Banbury Cup, against Haberdashers' Adams 
Grammar School.  
 

Individually, Ollie Leggett (10), Jack Condliffe (9) and Hugo 
Hunt (7), continue to represent Herefordshire in County Cricket 
teams, whilst, Kate Brazier (9), continues to represent      
Shropshire in the County cricket team. Congratulations to 

Chloe Williams (7), who has been selected to play for Shropshire in the U13 netball squad, and Sam Sainsbury (8), 
who has been selected to represent Shropshire, in the U14 football squad, in September.  
 

During the past 6 weeks, we have hosted over 400 primary school students in different sporting festival. A big 
thank you goes to all of the Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 students, who have helped to lead and coach these               
students, making the sports festivals a big success! 

Year 9 get to find out what adds up to life at Aston University 
 

Year 9 students had a university taster day on Friday 12th July. Half of the year 

group made the journey to Aston in Birmingham, with the other half of the year 

group visiting the University of Birmingham on the same day. Students enjoyed a 

tour of the Aston University campus, and listened to a motivational speaker. In the 

afternoon, a workshop challenged students to think about the    personal skills and 

qualities they need to be a successful at university, aside from academic abilities. 

Well done to some of our Year 9 boys, who were the only group at Aston this year 

to successfully complete the financial planning challenge.  Perhaps a few of these 

Year 9 students will be going on to study accountancy when they get to university! 

 



Uniform 
Thank you for your continued support of our uniform code.  The overwhelming majority of our students look 
smart and wear exactly what is expected.  Visitors to the school regularly comment how smart and welcoming our 
students are.  I am immensely proud of them.  
 
 

There are just a couple of points that can cause an issue, and I want to make sure we start the year without any 

difficulties over incorrect uniform.  Trousers must not be skinny-fit for either boys or girls.  As a guide, you should 

be able to slip a tennis ball up the ankle of the trouser, with ease.  If it is a struggle, or impossible, they cannot be 

worn to school as uniform.  Skirts must be of the correct fit, so that they do not ride up and become too short.  

Shoes need to be black shoes.  If the label is Nike, or Adidas, as an example, they are a sports-branded trainer, not 

a shoe, regardless of them being black.  These are not acceptable as school shoes. Please ensure socks are black.  It 

concerns me that boys, in particular, wear white socks so that they do not need to change them for PE.  It is       

important, for personal hygiene, that they do change out of their sweaty sports socks.  Acrylic nails will continue to 

be forbidden.  I appreciate that they cost a lot to have put on, but we will not allow them to be worn at school.  

Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the 

aim of uniform. 

Terms Dates 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please note that the early May Bank Holiday will be on Friday 8th May 
2020, to mark the 75th anniversary of VE Day. 

Date Term 

2nd - 3rd Sept PD Days 

4th Sept Return to School 

25th Oct PD Day 

28th Oct - 1st Nov Half Term 

23rd  Dec - 3rd Jan  Christmas Holiday 

6th Jan PD Day 

7th Jan Return to School 

14th Feb PD Day 

17th - 21st Feb Half Term 

24th Feb Return to School 

Date Term 

6th  - 17th April Easter Holiday 

20th April Return to School 

8th May May Bank Holiday 

26th  - 29th May Half Term 

1st June Return to School 

17th July End of Term 

Website 
Thank you for your patience with the temporary website this year.  We have ensured that it provides all the         

information required, but we hope to have our new website ready for September. 

Parking Concern 
I know many parents drive their children to and from school.  There is ample parking available in the Leisure      

Centre, and I would ask that you do not pull into the bus stop, the Care Home or private drives opposite the school, 

please.    

Children in Need 
St Peter’s House started the fundraising efforts in November, with a non-uniform day on the BBC Children in Need 
day. Fundraising has continued throughout the year, as each tutor group has highlighted the work of local charities 
and organisations that CIN helps. The last tutor group to do this was PEW, who raised money by organising an      
inter-tutor group dodgeball competition.  Thank you for supporting this event. 


