
We have had another busy term, not least for our Year 11 students, who are working hard this term, preparing for 
the GCSE exams.  Thank you for your support in ensuring your children attend additional sessions.   The staff are 
delighted when the extra opportunities they offer are so well-received.  The Saturday morning workshops for 
Maths and English have been really well attended, and my grateful thanks go to Mrs Griffiths and Mr Thomas for 
leading these over the five week series.  It is vital, though, that students also have a regular revision schedule at 
home; additional sessions in school cannot replace independent study.  Year 11s have been given a Revision Guide 
to help them plan and set a focus for their revision, and we have some key information on our website to take you 
through the next two teaching weeks before the first exams begin.  At www.ludlowschool.com, you will find       
information about our Easter Holiday sessions, the timetable for the weekly study sessions, and the Exam and    
Revision Timetable to guide students right though until Leavers’ Day, on 18th June.   
 

Year 10 students have shown excellent commitment to the early Entry GCSE Literature exam, and should make 
sure that they continue to revise the set texts over the Easter break.  Thank you for your support with helping your 
child secure a Work Experience placement.  We still have a few Year 10 students without placements, so would ask 
that they apply over the holiday. 
 

I am delighted to be able to share good news about our building issue.  The Department for Education have agreed 
a part-grant/part-loan with BAET to replace B block.  The plan is that the existing building will be demolished over 
the Summer, and a new building will be ready for our use in the Spring of 2020.  There will also need to be some 
reconfiguration of existing classrooms over the Summer holiday, and it is planned that these will be completed 
ready for September.  The finish date is very tight on the start of term, and so we have made the decision to have 
an additional PD Day at the start of September, to ensure the classrooms are set up and ready for the new term.  
The Autumn Term will begin for students on Wednesday 4th September 2019. 
 

The weather forecast looks pretty good for the Easter weekend, so let’s hope we are all able to enjoy a warm and 
restful Easter. 

Paula Hearle, Headteacher 

Easter Newsletter 

Ludlow CE School is a partner academy of the Bishop Anthony Educational Trust  

News from the Creative Studies Faculty 
Dance Showcase: Well done to the fantastic group of dancers from all year groups, for their stunning performance 
in February. It was a pleasure to see such a diverse mix of students all working together and enjoying their art. The 
Year 11 GCSE Dance students should be commended for their superb choreography of their own pieces for their 
exam. Miss Turbitt choreographed a range of dances that really stretched the performers and tapped into each  
student’s dance ability. The audience really enjoyed the show and were very proud to see the excellent work on 
display. 
 

American Idiot Trip: Performing Arts students from Years 11, 10 and 9 were excited to see ‘American Idiot: the    
Musical’, on tour at Malvern Theatre. American Idiot is the story of three boyhood friends, each searching for   
meaning in a post 9/11 world. The show features the music of Green Day, and has received numerous awards. The      
students were overwhelmed by the thrilling show and it has really inspired them in their own Dance, Drama and 
Music work. 

http://www.ludlowschool.com


#Give 
For Lent this year, the students were invited to join in with good deeds by completing a Lent Challenge activity  

introduced to them by Miss Harper, in their Lent Assembly. Some of these challenges, we know, many of our        

students do regularly, like spending time (without phones!) with elderly relatives, or inviting people who may be  

lonely to join them at lunchtime. Some of the challenges were more tricky, and included having open and honest    

conversations to a trusted person about their emotional wellbeing, and consciously breaking down the barriers 

that prevent healthy conversations. When they had completed all eight challenges, they received a CLT Award and 

the tutor group with the most students completing the challenge won a prize to share! It was a great way to    

challenge ourselves and practise Excellence Together within our tutor groups! 

Year 9 Media Update 
The 15 Year 9 students who have been undertaking their Media Studies GCSE, this year, 
are close to their exams and close to the end of the course. They have done exceptionally 
well, all year, attending lessons after-school and completing the material at an incredibly 
fast pace. They have completed 10 different units; 2 sets of mock examinations; NEA work 
that consists of research, planning and production of a Film Poster and DVD cover; they 
will be attending revision sessions in the Easter holidays, and they remain strong-willed 
and as enthusiastic as they were on day one. With the exams taking place in June, the 
group are now focused on consolidating their knowledge and practising those exam       
responses. They have proven themselves to be very mature and attentive learners; they 
should be proud of all they have accomplished this year. It is a real testament to their    
resilience. 

Ethflix 
Ethflix has had a successful two months.  Each month, a film with a strong moral and ethical message is shown 

after school. So far, this has been greatly enjoyed by those attending and started some excellent conversations 

about self-acceptance, society, change – and popcorn varieties! Ethflix is open to all students of the correct age for 

the film certificate! Students can see Miss Harper for this month’s film and a consent form. 

LGBTQ+ 
The Rainbow Room has been consistently popular, with a warm and welcoming atmosphere, since its creation at 

the start of the academic year. It was decided, after much deliberation, money would be raised for The Albert  

Kennedy Trust, the UK’s LGBTQ+ youth homelessness charity. The Rainbow Room set about organising a              

non-uniform day – the students wrote a letter to the Headteacher and received a reply inviting them to also      

organise the assembly for the week beginning 1st April. With their usual determination and enthusiasm, the group 

produced and performed an informative assembly, which gave real food for thought. The Albert Kennedy Trust 

were over the moon with the donation of £220. The Rainbow Room plan to raise more money and fulfil the         

society’s aims of Inclusion, Charity and Equality. A huge “well done” to those involved! 

Day: Time: Subject Focus: 

Monday 15th April 10-12 Science P1 - MP/LS/ST 

Tuesday 16th   April 10 - 12 Media - Y9 - JD 

English Language P1 – Y11 - REM 

Wednesday 17th  April 10 - 12 Eng. Literature P1 - Y10 & 11 - CHH 

Thursday 18th April 10-12 RE - Islam 

Easter Weekend   School Closed 

Tuesday 23rd April 10 - 12 PE Paper 1 – SI 

Wednesday 24th April 10 -12 PE Paper 2 – SI 

Easter Holiday 
Sessions  

 
Years 11 and 10 
(English Literature only) 

 



Dress the Door Competition 
As part of World Book Day, tutor groups were challenged to turn their doors into their favourite book 
covers or characters. A lot of effort went into each of the entries, including 3D models, creative  
drawings, textures, colourful designs and clear demonstrations of teamwork and ‘Excellence           
Together’. The judging was so competitive that we had to ask Mrs Hearle to make the final decision. A 
massive congratulations to everyone who took part and challenged themselves. A tutor group from 
each House was awarded a prize for the best door. However, our overall Dress the Door competition 
winner was Mrs Griffiths’ tutor group (LBG),  from St Laurence. Well done everyone! 

Uniform 

Thank you for your continued support of our Uniform Code.  The overwhelming majority of our students look smart 
and wear exactly what is expected.  There are just a few points that are causing an issue currently:  
 Trousers must not be skinny-fit for either boys or girls   
 Shoes need to be black shoes.  If the label is Nike, or Adidas, as an example, they are a sports-branded    

trainer, not a shoe, regardless of them being black.  These are not acceptable as school shoes  
 Missing ties - I am loaning ties on a daily basis.  Please ensure your child leaves the house wearing their tie 
 Nails – we have grown increasingly concerned about long acrylic and gel nails in the last few weeks.  These 

long nails are not only impractical, as students can’t hold pens comfortably, but they present a Health and 
Safety hazard in practical lessons and sport.  Students will not be permitted to wear long nails to school after 
the Easter holiday.  Any students returning to school after Easter with long nails will be expected to trim or 
remove them 

 The final issue is that some girls wear their skirts much too short, and we are concerned about the lack of 
modesty. Very often it is because the skirts are actually too small and tight across the hips, so that it rides up.  
Please ensure the skirts are the appropriate size for your child. 

Uniform issues may appear trivial, but we have to ensure that we do not allow individual cases to undermine the 
aim of uniform.   We want our students to look smart, and feel proud to belong to Ludlow School.  Insisting on a 
high standard of uniform ensures we are fair to all, and can concentrate on maximising learning. 

Key Dates 

Homework Club 
Homework Club is hosted in the Pupil  Support Centre, at school.  The sessions run every Monday and   
Tuesday, from 3.45pm until 5.15pm.  Years 7 to 11 are welcome - the computers are available and there are  
also drinks and toast to keep them  going!  Students should contact Mrs Seaman for information, or arrive 
on the day.  If you have any   queries about this, please contact Mrs Seaman on 01584 872691 Ext 238. 

Date Event 

8th April Yr9 SLB/MEN ACWY Immunisations / 
Yr7 Swimming Gala 

9th April Yr9 SLB/MEN ACWY Immunisations 

11th April Yr8 Swimming Gala 

15th-26th April Easter Holiday 

29th April Return to school  -  Summer Term 

1st May Yr10 Parents’ Evening 

6th May  Bank Holiday  -  school closed 

13th May GCSE Exams begin 

27th-31st May Half Term 

3rd June Return to school 

18th June Yr11 Leavers’ Day 

Date Event 

21st June Yr7 Arthog Trip departs  -  return 23rd June 

28th June Yr11 Summer Ball 

1st July Yr10 Work Experience Week 

8th July  Yr9 Healthy Life Styles A Half 

9th July Yr9 Health Life Styles B Half 

10th July Yr10 Ludlow College Taster Day 

12th July Non-Uniform Day  -  West Mids Air Ambulance / 
Yr9 Unifest Trip 

16th July Awards Evening 

17th July Sports Day 

21st July End of Summer Term 

4th September Start of Autumn Term 



Consultation to Change the School Day  -  a reminder 
As you will recall, when I wrote at the start of February, the Governors have asked me to consult with the school 
community regarding the proposal to shorten the school day by 10 minutes from September 2019; this would 
mean that the school day would end at 3.25pm, rather than 3.35pm currently.  The number of teaching hours    
remains unchanged. 
 

This would entail the lunch break being reduced by ten minutes (moving in line with other secondary schools),    
giving students and staff a 35 minute break, before the bell sounds for the start of afternoon lessons at 1.25pm.   
These changes will provide an earlier start to after-school clubs and Year 11 study sessions (Session 6), as well as 
allowing sporting away-fixtures to have minimum impact on students’ learning time. 
 

The feedback received so far from Shropshire Transport is positive, although some bus providers may not be able 
to arrive any earlier, as they are contracted to other routes prior to arriving at Ludlow School.  Please be assured 
that our staff will wait with these students for the extra few minutes, as we do currently.   
 

If you wish to provide any comment for the Governors to consider, please email the school on the following        
address: s.vickers@ludlowschool.com, with the subject heading Change to the School Day, by Friday 17th May 
2019. 
                                                                                                                                    Paula Hearle, Headteacher 

Year 7 Enrichment 
A group of Year 7 students, chosen for their impressive attitude in lessons and their high achievement in              
assessments, recently undertook the Enrichment Citizenship Challenge in Humanities.  
 

They were tasked with selecting, researching and championing an issue they felt was an important topic and a  
challenge in the world today. Choices spanned a wide range of issues, which included modern terrorism, the rising 
concern over knife crime, animal welfare and cosmetic testing, and the threat of global warming, as well as         
personal choices, such as important work done by local and national charities.  
 

The challenge was to not only research their issue in a limited amount of time, but also to manage their approach 
as a group and to come up with a presentation which would convince Mrs Hearle that their choice was the most 
deserving. The resilience, independence, creativity and work ethic was very impressive and the presentations were 
delivered with great thoughtfulness and passion, demonstrating thorough collaboration.  
 

There could have been a number of winning groups with all students exhibiting the independence, determination 

and passion to succeed in the future. It is reassuring to know that our students have what it takes to be the active 

citizens of the future and make the world a better place to be.  

Science Department News 
A selection of Year 9 and 10 students experienced an A-level taster event, hosted by      
Ludlow College. The event was designed to encourage  the  students to consider post-16 
studies in the sciences.  Initially focusing on A-level Chemistry, the students engaged with 
a titration competition, which yielded joint winners following an exciting battle to the 
end.   

Artist in a Box 
Year 8 students in Art were given the challenge of creating a room in the style of an artist of their choice. All        

students stepped up to the challenge and the results were absolutely fantastic. Olivia 

Leech created an amazing room inspired by Roy Lichtenstein. The room contained     

amazing pen drawn explosions, miniature plasticine brushes, tiny sketchbooks and      

wallpaper. Other notable pieces were produced by Amy Mulliner and Casey Williams, 

who both created rooms inspired by Wayne Thiebaud. Zander Waldron and Simon      

Roberts both created colourful designs inspired by Andy Warhol. 

mailto:s.vickers@ludlowschool.com


St John - News 
St John’s chosen charity this year is Water Aid.  As a House, we have held assemblies   
highlighting the issues surrounding access to clean water and sanitation around the 
world, as well as period poverty.  Mr Benbow’s tutor group have been collecting spare 

change since September and various other tutor groups have held competitions to raise additional money.  Tutor 
groups have even made their very own tutor toilets!   
 

During the Spring Term, we have also set up a Year 7 D of E mentoring group.  This group meet every Wednesday 

morning and are mentored by Year 9 and 10 D of E students.  With this support, we are hoping that the Year 7s will 

be able to complete their Bronze KS3 Award, by the end of the Summer Term. 

St  Giles - News 
St Giles’ chosen charity for this year is Midlands Air Ambulance. Mrs Wrafter's tutor group launched this 
in the Autumn term with a penny challenge raising £128.61.  This has been followed with a further     
assemblies and fundraising, from “Guess the sweets in a Jar”, to a non-uniform day planned later in July. 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 
The Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award was launched to students in early November 2019. Pleasingly, 25 
Year 9 and 10 students enrolled onto the programme, and since then have started to complete the 
skill, physical and volunteering aspect of the award. Weekly training sessions have taken place after 
school to upskill the students, to enable them to successfully complete the expedition section of the 
award. The skills have included camp craft, cooking, first aid, navigations skills and knowledge of the county code. 
 

On Friday 5th and Saturday 6th April, all students embraced the cold and windy weather, to complete their final    

assessed expedition. This involved a two day walk, in and around the South Shropshire hills, and one night camping 

in Little Stretton. In teams, all students had to plan a route, prepare and cook their own meals 

and carry all of the equipment they needed to complete the expedition with them, a very         

demanding physical and mental challenge to undertake!  Huge congratulations to all of the      

students who have now completed their expedition.  Well done.  

St Peter - News 
This year, St Peter’s House are supporting Children in Need. We began this in November, when Miss Taylor’s tutor 
group held an assembly about the Children in Need campaign. This was followed by a    
non-uniform day. Mrs Hughes’s tutor group explained the importance of fundraising, with 
lots of examples of the work supported by Children in Need. This was reinforced by Miss 
Roussos’ tutor group assembly, where we learned about Ludlow Working Together, a   
local charity that is supported by Children in Need. The students could really see how their efforts benefit their 
own community. Miss Turbitt’s tutor group did fun fundraising activities during tutor time, such as indoor mini-golf 
and entertained us with videos of their efforts. They each paid a small entry fee for each event to raise funds. We 
will round off the Spring term with an Easter Egg raffle, to accompany Miss Lewis’ tutor group assembly. This will 
add to the £700 that St Peter’s House has already raised. An amazing figure so far this year. Well done, St Peter!  

PE News 
The Spring term has been another exciting and successful time for sport at Ludlow School. The Year 7 football team 
are through to the County Finals. Our U13 girls cricket team finished 4th at the County Finals, being crowned the 
best state school in Shropshire.  The U12 hockey team finished 2nd in South Shropshire tournament, and the Year 
11 football team are through to the South Shropshire County Finals. Huge congratulations to Year 7s Isla Allen and 
Chloe Williams, who have been selected for the U12 County netball team. 
After Easter, we move onto our summer sports and extra-curricular activities. Please keep an eye out for the   
Pitchside newsletter to see what we have on offer. 

St Laurence  -  News 
We have supported Children in Need and Christmas Jumper Day.  It has been super to see the support from        
students and staff to help these charities.  Thank you all for your financial contributions.  Thanks to the House and 
deputies for helping with organising and doing activities to raise money. 




